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Mr. SaANnrorp, from the Seiect Committe 
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REPORT ON THE COINAGE, 


In THE Senate or THE Unitev Stares.—January 
bith, 1830. 
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¢ appointed to 

consider the state of the current coims, and to report 

such amendments of the existing jaws concerning 

coins. a8 may be deemed expedient, made the toi. 

lowing 

REPORT: 

The law of the second day of April 1792, establish- 
ing the mint and do recting coms of gold, silver and ¢ 

er, expressly enacts, that the gold and siiver cous 
shall be a legal tender, im ail payments; bul it is not de- 
clared by that law, or by any eXpress enactment, that 
) ‘dhe CUFTEney 
ot ai} other copper COs ts eX pressly prolibited by the 
law of the eighth day of May, 1792.) It ts, and trom 
the first institution of oul cous, has been. an uncertalis 
question, whether a debtor Can compel tis creditor to 
receive payment in cents or halt Cents A discussion 
of this subject as it now stands Upon the existing laws, 
is here, unnecessary. Qur copper coins are ettuer lega: 
money, or they are not ' 
are so without limitation of amount; and auy debt how- 
ever great, may be discharged in cents or hall cents. If 
they are pot a leval ieuder, they are NOUSO Th aby Case, 
or for the smailest sum, and Wwe have no iega MONE) 
for very smail pay ments. doth branches of ths alter- 
native are unfit; and nerther of them should be jaw 
The coins of copper are aliogether unsuitable fbr pay- 
ment of large SUIS, they are pot hece ssary for pay- 
ments which may be made by the cous of silver or goid; 
and their peculiar destination is, to ake Ose small 
payments which cannot be made by coms ol hiage tie rvaiue. 


our copper cows shall be legal money. 


li they are a legal tender, thes 


The copper coms should thy retore, be couhwed to their 
proper province, and witlin that sphere, they should 
be legal for ali purposes of mouey. 

It is proposed that the amount for which the Coppel 
coins shal! be a legal tender, shail be ten cents. A sum 
greater than ten cents, would be inconvenient: and 
though five cents may be paid io silver, by a halt dime, 
and ten cents by a dime or two hait dimes, yet it is 
convenient that the debtor should also be able to pay 
these small sums in the copper coins. The sum of ten 
cents, as a rule tor this purpose, seems to adjust rea 
sonably, the question of Cunvenicnce between crediioi 
and debtor: and this regulation, winle ut will atlord en- 
tire facility to small and exact paymenis, will prevent 
the abuse of burdenimg creditors with an inconvement 
amount of these coins. When our copper coms shat! 
be thus confined to very small payments, the objection 
often made, that they «re too heavy tor the purposes of 
money, Will have litte lorce. | 

All our silver coms are now, indiscriminately, legal 
money for ali payments, and any debt however large, 
may be discharged in the small coms of this metal. 

The design of a systen) which « mpioys vold, silver, 
and copper as money, ts, that the several metals should 
be used for the respective ottices to which each of them 
is peculiarly adapted; that goid should be used chiefly 
for large payments; that payments which are neither 
very great nor very small, should be made in silver: 
and that copper should serve only for payment of very 
small sums. ‘The object of diflerent coins of the same 
metal, is, that the smaller coins should be used to pay 
the small sums which they express. 

All these are objects of real and great convenience. 
But when small coms, sO convenient for small and ex- 
act payments, are used to discharge large debts, their 
inconvenience is manifest. All the coins offered in pay- 
ment, must be counted; every piece must be examined, 
at least, by inspection, and the labor of effecting a pay 
ment is nearly, in proportion to the number of pieces 
used for vhat purpose. To abridge this labor, large 


coins are necessary; and public convenience requires, 


that such coins should be used in payment of large sums. 
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We have tour silver colus less than a collar; aud we 


— Tallow to the debtor the option to pas either go'd or sii 


vel COs it is nol expedy ui that be should aiso have 
the option to pay a large debt in these smail coms of 
isinver., 

Where all the coins are equally applicable to all 
|payments, the community seldom enjoy, to a Couvenent 
‘extent, the use ot the larger cows. Large coins are 
WN thdraw ii trom Circthiation seonel and hiore lrequent- 
Ly, than smaller pieces 
the manulacturer, to the merchant Who ¢ Xporis COS, | 

erchai | 
dize, are pieces which contain the greatest quantity ot | 


‘the eos most couvenieu! vo 


and tO ail who deal iw thy precious mctla.s ast 


I 
metal All thee se pe rsons select idftee cols tor be il 
purposes. in preference to small pieces; aud where the | 
sate quar iy of metal miay be obtawed erher in large | 
pieces O} staail Comms, the greater Convenlence of larg: 
pieces forthe uses to Which Comms are appiled by these 
Persons, Is alome, a decisive reasou bo: this pore iereice. 
\nother cause concuriiug with thas Conventence, oper. 
ates powerluly, to Willkoraw large Coles (rots cui 1@uc\ 





'Cireulating cows are vever extirgly uaiorm in weight 
Small coms lose a greates pioportiion of Weight than 
large COs, by Circuiation, abu Where the different 
| coms have been wi use sane period, afore 
pcos are less diminished in Weight and itrmaic Vaiue. 
|, Phe merchant or the manulacturer Who selects large 


guriig the 


rrieces instead of small coins, not only finds tie are | 
| prec s more copventent. but he weneraliy, finds also a 
considerable gain in the quantity of Metal wich he ob- 
‘tains by this preferenee. “Pius disproportion is imore- 
over, a direct inducement to Convert large Coins mto 
bullion. As the dinioaution of small Coins is Often wuch 
sreater than that of large coms, the larger pieces are 
couverted mio bulison, for the watn which (4s eperauon 
allords: these conversions are eXtensive in proportion 
as they are profitable, aa! are profiiahie according to 
the degree of disproportion of weiglil beween large 
coins and small pieces. Motives oi convenience and 
motives of profit thus co Operate tothe same result, and 
demands for goid or silver, which fall upon the coms, 
are satished from the largest piece whieh can be pro- 
cured. The larger cuius constantiy depart trom circu- 
lation, While the -~mailer coms femaim;, aud it 18 Often 
lound, that nearly all the coims remaiming in use, Consist 
of the minor pieces. 

The large coins which are converted into bull:on, 
exported from the country, or used in manutactures, are 
the coins which are most convenient to the Whole Cou- 
munity, When large sums are to be paid and received, 


iy Weilzeeru., Wilt Weir bt | GUiiei, iu , ‘le 


venmieu:se cannot be avoided, withoul mcurrieg a 2reat- 
rT evil Cots une qual i Weight and intrmsie Vaiue, 
but bearing the same legal value, are a source of griey 
ous disorder aod twjustice; and ail coms, however uni- 
lorm in Werght, wien they leave the mint, atterwards 


(become reduced aid unequal, in utrinsic value. Our 
ssystem therejore, prescribes ihe Weights Wirieh shal! be 


yiveup tO our Collis Dy the mint, and ther ie val values 


when they have those w €iztis; and cdtrecis, thal coins 
jOT iess than tuii weight. shall have bh gail vaiues, accord- 
‘ing to their actual Weights, 


‘Phe currency of our gold 


j 
and stiver cows by mere tale, is veither entorced vor 


| prohibi ed: tul ts leitto take piace, according to cone 
Venience and 


‘ ‘ 5 ? ‘ f , ‘ 
COouseiil du? Th Ciia€ hit ine priaciple, 


that the value shail be coutrol-ed oa tne werght. uoiver- 
sal tertis have been used, by which all our gold and 
silver cols however dimuished m weight, are made le- 
val HOLE Y 5 and in this respect, a restriction is neces- 
sally. 

Phe smallest and lightest remnant of a coin, is now 
lezal money, equally with a periect piece of full weight; 
and it is in ite Op! ion Ol a debtor, to discharge his delf, 
either i coms of full weight, or in those which are di- 


minishied ‘ooany tlerior Ww eight, 


Coius © fel must be Weighed to ascertain their value, 
are very inconvenient motes When coms, manitestly 
much Gimnnisied, are ollered in payment, the creditor 
ust, in justice tO himself, require that they shail be ae- 
tually Weished; and Weighing must be followed by the 


caiewlaliOus requisiie tv convert weight into pecuniary 


values. diese proceedings are exceeding!y trouble- 
some. Cots should indeed, be hable to examination of 


their actuai Weight, as the ultimate and « mirolling test 
of ther vaiue; but, to be entirely convenient, ney 
should require valy to be counted: aad when weight 
becomes the necessary or ordinary test of the value of 
coins, wiuch of their Convenience ts lost. When actual 
Weighing decides that coius are greatly diminished, it 
decides that they are no longer fit for convenient use. 
Coims so itelior ip usefulness, can not be justly rank. 
edavith (hose which being of full weight or slightly re- 
duced, afiord the great convenience of currency by tale. 

While a com retams the stamp of the mint, that im- 
pression ceruities the denomination of the peace and the 
quality of the metal. When coins are so worn, that 
inher Inseriptions aud distinctive marks are eflaced, they 
nave lost the character which they received from the 
Giint, and W ithout that manittest character, they are pot 


colned money Wien a piece is so reduced, that its 





the object of paying large sums with facility. A due 
portion of large coms should thereiore, not only be ts- 
sued, but also be retained im circulation. 
tO be atiained Only, by renderimg such coms necessary 
forthe large payments, to which they are adapted 

As a regulation in this respect, it is proposed that the 


for any sums exce ding ten dollars. ‘The sum proposed 
for this purpese, by Mr. Lowndes, in a Keport made to 
the House of Representatives, on the twenty sixth day 
ot January 1819, was tive dollars; but this sum seems 
too low. If any new system were now to be - istituted, 
or if all our different coms were in circulation, in due 
proportion to each other, the sum of tive doilars might 
be taken as the convenient rule, in this particular. In 
the actual state of coins, the sum of ten dollars appears 
preferable; and this sum will sufficiently guard cred)- 
tors against the inconvenience of receiving large pay- 
ments in small silver coins. 

The sixteenth section of the act of the second day ot 
April 1792, is in these words: “All the gold and siivet 
coins which shall have been struck at and issued from 
the said mint, shall be a lawful tender in all payments 
whatsoever; those of full weight, according to the re- 


less than full weight, at values proportional to their re- 


Our various coins are well adapted to these different Spective weights.” 


ends; but we have hitherto, made no discrimination be- 
tween our different coins, in respect to their use in pay- depends on their actual weight. 


ments. 


The legal value of our coins of gold and silver, thus 





; ; , . ‘ j 
and ‘he nublic interest is, that a cousiderable portion of 
the current cos should be those which are adapted to | 


‘This end is) 


‘silver coins less than a dojlar, shall not be alezal tender 


spective values herein before declared, and those of| ascertain the value of coins by weight. 


This resolution in-} substitutions easy and endless. . 
volves the inconvenience, that our coins must be actual-' coin has been used to obtain a cein of full weight for gain, 


a 


tupearance does aot Indicate whether 1 is of one de- 
nomtbation or another, or whether nis of the national mint 
|or foreign Comage, its purity and weight are uncertain; 
hand i Wauts the qualities of money. That coins reduced 
to disks of smooth metal, should be legal money, is 
; quite too laconvenient; and it ts unnecessary that ‘they 
| should be so, where the public mint is always ready to 
/convert them into periect pieces 
Ail such coms are unfit for circulation by tale; and 
their compulsory currency by weight, is an incouveni- 
pence, to which the community ought not to be subjected. 
| The currency of diminished coins has a powerful 
tendency to expel pertect coms from circulation. In 
every society Where coins are used, they are treated 
very diflerently by two classes of persons. One class, 
comprising far the greater number, pay and receive 
coins without regard to the actual tale. Another class 
' consists of persons Who im various ways, deal in the 
precious metals as merehandise, and tins class tratlic in 
coins, according to their actual weight and intrinsic 
value. While an immense majority of the society are 
‘incessantly circulating diminished coins as equivalent 
to those of full weight, dealers in gold and silver are 
constantly making the discrimination which Is not made 
by others; and their busimess is to derive profit from 
these disparities. While others circulate by tale, they 
They receive 
coins of full weight, and pay those ot reduced weight; 
they exchange diminished coins tor coins of tull weight; 
and the constant commerce of the society renders these 
When a diminished 


| 
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the coin of full weight circulates no more. It is con- 
verted into bullion, or treated as bu'lion; and is export- 
cd or used in manufactures, as bullion is wanted for ei- 
ther of these objects. 

While the weight of coins is necessarily reduced by 


the ¢ , mary use, this is not the sole c -of 
yw frietpon of ordimary use, this is Dp 2 sole Cause O 


their dimunition. Coins are easly reduced to any 1n- 
ferior weight, by artificial means. Various processes, 
some of which are denommaied tiling, clipping, boring, 
scaling and sweating are employed to subtract trom 
coins of full weight, a portion of their metai; the coms 
so reduced are put into circulation by tale, asd the val- 
ve ol the metal withdrawn ts gained by those who per- 
form these operations. These practices are torbidden 
by law; but as they are or may be secret, they cannot 
be repre sed, 

Ordinary use and artificial reduction thus co-operate 
to diminish the weight of coins: and new aliment is cou 
stantly given to the business of procurmmg coms ot fuil 
weight, by means oF those which are huhter. But these 
exchanges are not limited to the acquisition of coms of 
full weight. When all the coms are below tull weight, 
they still to a great extent, circulate by tale. But some 
of them are lighter than others; and the heavier pieces 
are continually withdrawn trom circulation. ‘The hight 
er pieces remain; but remain only until they in’ their 
turn, become heavier than others, When they likewise 
disappear. The substitution of lighter coins for heayi- 
er pieces, proceeds or rapidly, ain 
proportion to the profit which it aflords: and the 
Operations pass unheeded or little observed by the pub- 
he. until at length, their eftect becomes sensible to the 
whole community. A scarcity of coins 1s felt; atten. 
tion to the current coins 1s excited; the absence of en- 
‘ire coins is observed; and the coins remaining in circu- 
‘ation are found to consist of pieces reduced greatly be- 
low the full weight of their denominations. 

Prices are adjusted to the mouey in which they are to 
be paid; and when the current coins or some of them 
are diminished it is found more convenient to raise pri- 
ere and receive the coms by tale, than to sell ior low 
er prices and receive the coins by weight. In this con 
dition of the coins, prices are raised. ‘The seller ex- 
pecting to receive the current Coims by tale and knowing 
that some of them are diminished in weight, states his 
price as nearly as he is able, according to the quantity 
of metal which he is to receive in payment; compensa- 
ting the deficient weight of diminished coins, by the 
superior Weight of entire coins. Such a price is tound- 
ed upon an estimated average of the intrinsic value of 
the coins of full weight and the diminished coins sup- 
posed to be in circulation. But what proportion of the 
eiveulating coins is diminished, is never accurately 
known; dimimished coins are reduced in weight, in va- 
rious degrees; such coins are olten numerous in One 
scene of circulation, and few in another; their number is 
sometimes suddenly increased, and they enter into pay- 
ment, in various proportions with coins of full weight. 

From these uncertamties, nu equation can be extracted 
ynd allcaleniations tothat end must be inaccurate or un- 
certain Instead, theretore, of the certainty which the 
turrent coms do not aflord, vague estimations of thei 
‘rue value are made; and such estimations agree in con- 
sidering coms of full weight as worth less and diminish 
ed coms as worth more than their intrinsic values; bu 
liffer variously, im the estimated rates of depreciation 
and addition. ‘To avoid the inconvevience of weighing 
the current coins, an imaginary standard of their vaiw 
is thus formed; prices are in praciice adjusted to this 
standard; and by the u.fluence of dimimshed cois, the 
measure of value is rendered to a cousiderable extent, 
indefinite, fluctuating and wucertaim 

This state of the coms inpedes the coimage of bul- 
ion, When dimimished coms are, by currency and 


> 
* 


more less 


Tusiom, as valuable as coms of tull weight, the POSses 
sorot gold or silver w bullion finds more profit In exX- 
ehangmy it jor diminished coims, than for coims of ful! 
weight. 

Dinunished coins are thas imperfect money; they are 
mfit for circulation by taie; they disturb the measure of 
value, they impede the emission Of new Comms; and, by 
their agency, the community is deprived of the uniform 
‘ons Which pubiie Convenience requires, 

W hen diminished coins have become numerous and much 
reduced in wetgt:t, and stili circulate as equivalent 1o 
ois Of tuil Weight, he evil is vol redressed merely by 
ssuing Hew Coins An emission of uew coins atlords 
new and protital.e employment to all Wio are engaged 
m exchanges, artiicial damunition aud the conversion of 
The bhe new ful 
erted into bullion, or junto dinuuished pieces; 


ns af ) coms of Welglil are 


quickly cons 


au ie 6 Cifculatuig money COUsisis, as belore, 
gieal part, of Gininished Cows ‘Ph only ehectuas 
. } j | } ) , ‘ 

remedy is, to abolish the cause which banishes entire 


coms: and a total suppression of Gimiushed cous neust 
be accompanied or followed, by a recomage oi a 


great partol the money of the country. 


i? 
ii Ol 


This rem 
edy, inconvenient as itis, then becomes the jess ey. il: 


and in other Counties, it has often been found necessary 


ih! 


or 


_ If diminished coins are banished from circulation as 
they become reduced, they are gradually pam by 
‘new coins, with very little inconvenience. If they are 
suflered to circulate, until they become a large portion 
of the current coins, they cannot be suddenly replaced, 
‘nor can the transition from such a state to an adequate 
supply of new coins take place without greatly disturb- 
ing the business and interests of the community. A gen- 
eral recoinage may be long postponed; but where dimin 
ished coims continue 10 Circulate, their progressive di- 
munition, their increasing atmount and their consequent 
imischiefs, more and more felt, at length render a general 
renewal of the coins, ineviiably necessary. It is far 
better that the remedy should keep pace Ww ith the dis- 
pease; that coins winch become dimimisied, should be at 
‘e exciuded from circulation; and that as they are 
“vadua 'y banished from use, their place should be grad- 
ually supplied by new coins. 





; 
wal 
ij 


The disorders which are inevitably generated by the 
currency of diminished coins, EXist in this couulry, aud 
are increasing; and we are silently and gradually de- 
prived of alarge portion of our best coins. The di- 
minished coims which have hitherto been the priucipal 
cause Of mischief ia our country, are the Spanisii coiws 
which circulate as equivalent to the coms of our own 
mint: and ia respect to these Spanish Coims, a distinct 
measure will be proposed Our own coins are not 
yet much reduced by ordinary use; but many of them 
are artilicially dimiwished) = Stice the evils of duminish- 
ed coms resuit fiom the nature of things, increase with 
time, and if not Counieracied, become soouer or later, a 
capital vice in the money of every country, they should 
be anticipated, and so far as may be practicable, should 
be prevented by the niouetary system iself. Our own 
sysiem has no precauiion tm this respect; it expres-ly 
makes our Coins diuninished to any degree whatever, as 
fully legal as coims of entire Weight, and it thus pro- 
moies the march of these misclieds. restrictioa 
of the existing rule is necessary as a permanent reguia- 
hoa, Which may at least check the progress of this 
great disorder; and the regulation which seems best 
adapied to this purpose and 10 Our present siituauion, Is 
‘hat our dimimished coius sliould not be, as they now are, 
egal money 


soe 


Though entire uniformity in the weight of circulating 
rated. 


condition, the more sound and useiul is the money of the 
country: and in proportion as the circulating Colas are ci 
minished and unequal, the incouvemences aud‘mischiets, 
which have been described, must exist. 


If coins cease to circulate when they are slightly re- 


lf they continue to circulate after they are much redu- 
ced, great mischief in all Uie money of the country fol- 
lows. 
the only practicable measure for this purpose is to es- 


il circulate 
, Which cannot circulate 


shghtly diminished, may 
ty. and cos much diminish 
without mischiuet. 

‘To ascertain the createst dimunition of weight winch 
our coins will undergo aud yet leave their devices and 
scriptions Cieatiy disceruible, experunents have been 
aud itis found that our doi- 
lat and its parts when recuced by attrition, so that then 
devices aud InScriphions are no! wholly obliterated, bu! 
would be eatirely efiaced by a shgit farther dimunition, 
the proporuons Of their re specuuse full Weights 
Which folhow: 

Th dollar loses five and seventy-six hundredths per 
Cent uin. 

Tle bat dollar loses six and seventy-two hundredths 
per cejtui 

The quarter collar loses seven and sixty-eight hun 
dreadthis per cenutuim, 

The dime loses nine and one-tenth per centum. 

The hali dime loses tev aud one uiih per centum. 

When cur silver coms are diminished im any degree 
greater thon rates, they are des 
| titute of the impression of the niunt; aud tor that reasou 
‘alone, are untit for farther circulation. 

The impression of the mint being essential, coins 
iwhich have lost that impression should cease to circu 
late; hui this criterron does not also decide that all di- 
ttntshed coms Which retain the marks of the mint, may 
)circulate with saie'y and advantage to the public. Oth- 
er considera ious evince that the degree of dimunition, 
cat which coins shouid Cease to circulate, oug ht to be less 
‘han the rates idicaied by the mere tact that so much 
of the impression of the mint remains, Usat the char- 
acter of the coms is stil discernible 
| The preceding rates of the loss of weight by attri- 
‘Gion, in our silver coms, are the utmost limuts of dimu- 
muon, Wiha which the marks Of the mint are visible; 
ang though Within these limits the pression Ol the mint 
is disceruible, yet when these coims are reduced to these 


st 
A 
Ms 


recentiv made at the mint: 


! 
ise 





these respe clive 


coms Is unattainable, great diversities are not to be tole- | 
If all the circulating coins cannot be of tull and | 
uniform Weight, sull the nore nearly they approach that | 


duced, the benefits of comaye are in some degree lost. | 


be ti: these inconveniences are to be avoided: and 


— 


tablish a discrimination between coins which though | 
with ulili- | 


limits, they are exceedingly defaced and their beauty is 
lost. 
Some of the modes of artificial dimunition, such as 


little or no alteration. 

‘The various mischiefs resulting from diminished coins 
take place, when coins are diminished ina degree much 
less than the rates of diminution which they will under- 
go, without losing entirely, the impression of the mint. 

A difference of weight between coins of the same denom 
ination Is Sufficient to afford profit by exchanges, to en- 
gage the trader in Colas, in bis Operations, and to consign 
coins of full weight to the crucible or to exportation. 
The pernicious effects of diminished coins, are the great 
evil against Which, provision ts to be made; and the on- 
ly ack quate remedy is, to remove so far as may be prac- 
ticable, the source of gai which must alWays exist, 
where there ts any considerable difierence of weight, 
between current coins of the same denomination. The 
high importance of this object, renders it necessary, 
that the duniwation which shall put an end to the cir- 
culation of coms, siould be a very small part of their 
full weight. 

‘The measure now proposed, being not to suppress 
absolutely, the circulation of diminished coins, but to 
| check their currency, by depriving them of the charac- 
iter of legal money, they may nevertheless, circulate by 
‘ecousent; and the degree of dimmution at which such 
coins shall Cease to be legal, may without inconvenience, 
be low. 
| Sill, the rate of diminution, at which coins shall 
cease to be legal, should not be so low, as to confine 
‘them to a very short term of circulation, 
| Fiom caretul examination of our own coins and those 
cof otver countries, the loss of weight sustained by our 
coins by ordinary use, during a period of fifty years, 1s 
estimated as follows: 








The eagle loses about one per centum. 

The ha't eagle loses nearly two per centum. 

The quarter eagle loses about three per centum. 

| ‘The dollar loses about one per centum. 

| The haf dollar loses nearly two per centum. 

The quarter dollar loses about three and a half per 
;Cet ey 


| Thedme loses about six per centum. 
} 


The lalf dime loses about ten per centum. 


It is proposed that our coins shall not be a legal ten- 
der whea they are diminished in weight, more than one 

i “~% « m . . . : " . ' 
iwenty hlth part or four per centum of their full weight; 

Dit- 

teren rates of dimunition tor the different coins would 
be too complex, and would atlord very lithe advantage. 

‘Cader the restriction now proposed, our coins diminish- 

ved only by ordinary use, will b> legal money during the 

tollowimg periods: 

| The eavie. about two hund — 

| he eagle, about two hundred vears. 

| The half eagle, about one handred years. 


and inat this cule shail be appli d to all the coins. 


The quarter eagle, about sixty-seven years. 
The dollar, about two huudred years. 

The half dollar, about one hundred years, 
The quarter doliar, about litty-seven years. 
| “Phe dime, about thirty-three years. 

The half dime, about twenty years. 


coins fora long pe roc, and that of arresting their cur- 


rency When their farther civeulation v ould be pernicious, 
are not fully Compatible with each otuer, they may be, 
toa vreal extent, reconciled \\ hen we seek a paricu- 
lar rule which shall harmonize these objects according 
lo thew just Importance, Our choive cannot be determiu- 
ed by exact science; and some rule avoiding extremes, 
approaching if not a taining the desired medium, and 
promising probable uccess, must be seiected., The 
‘uie now proposed seeins Well adapted to the intended 
end; it is deemed eligible, and it may be salely adopt- 
ed and pursued aatil experience shail sug 
veneficial regulation 

‘This restric ion will protect ereditors from payments 


vest a more 


such coms; aud will teud to preserve to the public, the 
use of our best Coins. 

Whea our mouelary system and the mint were estab- 
lished, it was jusily conceived to be an essential part 


foreign coins should cease. It was expedient, that the 
foreign Colus Which Were then the money in use, should 
be sullered to circulate, vatil the mint should be in oper- 


which, We ought to dispense with all foreign coins and 
abolish their currency. Phirty-eight years have since 
elapsed; and we have not yet dispensed with foreign 
Cols, a8 i@gar Money. 

Our laws have at ditlerent times, legalized certain 
foreign Colus, but all these laws were intended to be 
tem) orary, aud most of them were expressly limited to 
short periods, which have expired. The ouly foreign 








rr 


boring and sweating, subtract much of the weight of 
coins, and yet leave their devices and inscriptions, with 
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Though the ofject of giving to the public the use of 


iy Coins much dimiishea:s will check the circulation of 


vi the system of national money, that’ the currency of 


a'iou and able to issue Our own coms; and the term of 
three years was regarded as a period, at the eud of 
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very few of these recent Spanish coms, reach this 
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coins which are now a legal tender, are Spanish dollars 


+ and the parts of those dollars. 


Some Spanish dollars are still coined by the mint of 
Madrid; but with this exception, the comage of Spanish 
None or, 


country. 





Our great supply of Spanish coms has always been 
‘derived trom the American countries formerly Spanish 
and now independent, and the Spanish dolia: aud its 
parts now current in this country, were comed by the 
mints of Mexico, Peru and other American COouulries, | 
while those Countries Were suvject to the do wciion of 
Spain. Since those couutries nave become ide pendent | 
they have imstituied new coms ior ‘heiiseives: and 
though their cows are In some respects, formed upon, 
the model of the Spanish dollar, they deviate variously, | 
trom that example; and the devices and external marks) 
of these cows are entirely diflerent trom those of the: 
Spanish dollar. 

Few or none of the Spanist coins now inthis country, 
have been fabricated within the Jast filleen years; a| 
very large portion, probably one ball of tiem, haa been | 
fabricated and were i ust, betore the yea) 1792, when 
our mint was established, and wearily ail of them have 
been ia use, during various perious, trom (wenly to one 
hundred years. 

All these Spanish coins are reduced tm various de-, 
grees, from their original Weights. All ot the. have: 
been reduced Oy Use, and many ol them aiso my abtihcial 
means; and many of these Coins are exceedingly Gti iis | 
ished it is estimated that these Spahisis Collis HOW ta} 


our Circulation, are al this time, tess in Weighi, thantheiu 
original full Weights, by the tollow ie proporlions. 

The doilar, about one per centum 

The hait dollar, about three per ceutum., 

The quarter dotias , @bOUl BIA percent tun. 

The eighth of a doliar, about ¢ieven per Centum. 
‘The sixteenth of a vollar, about nmetecu por centum 
‘Lhese are averages Of the tales Of Ginimuliou O| these 





Reveral Comms, thay of them of each Genouimation, bem, 
reduced more, and many less than these estimated rales. 
in the year Is6, various fOietivu Cullis Were CAE 
rd and Weighed at the mint; the resuits were iat be- 
lore the Senate, in January id27, and accordivg two 
nose resulis, the diminution Of these Spanish Cos ts 
ome what jess, than itis stated io be by he esiimates 
how made. ‘The examination of the mint Was unucubl- 
rdly, faithful and accurate; but the results whic it! 
en presented, ale subject oO lhe UuceErlaliy Wihicu be- | 


ee 





ngs to thé estimates now made aud to all statements Of 
uch facts. It bemg impossibie to examine aii tue cous | 
1 circulation, ail that cao be done, 
wily, a great number of them; aud io deduce from their, 
barious degrees ot diminution, aii average, W hich wail 
probably , be also the average Of the Giminusion Of Lhe 
poins of the same kind, not eXamimed Such ab exam 
bation and a deducton of averages, Were made by the 
pint in 1826; and a similar proceeding has Ddeea the 
bundation of the estimates now made. but the cous 
vamined by any person, at any time or place, may be lo 
heir average, more Or less diminisiied than an exact aver- 
ice of ail the hike coins in cireuialion: and it is believed, 
hat the Spanish doilars and their parts which were ex- 
mined by the mint in 1o20,musi have been somew hat less 
imimished, than the residue of these cols ciicuiating 
ji parts of the United States. Minute diflerences be- 
een averages resulting trom particular examinations, 
e however, of little importance, Where the resuits of 
examinations concur in showing the general slates of 
he fact of diminution. 
An average of avother kind, will exhibit the diminu 
on Of these coins, in One view. Of these Spanish coins 
pw i our circ@lation, there are very lew dollars, and 
e haltdollars are not numerous. ‘Lhe quarters, eighiths 
jd sixteenths are very numerous, they torm a consid- 
rable portion of .the circulating Coms, their aggregate 
ount very tar exceeds the amount of dollars and hall 
pilars; and these minor coins are the pieces winch are 
ost diminished. An average of the dimimution of ali | 
ese Spamish dollars and their parts, deduced trom the | 
rveral amounts of the coins of each denommation be 
ved to be now in our circulation and their respective 
hes of diminution, is estimated to be nearly seven per 
pulum of the original weight and value oi tue uggregate 
lantity. 
The Spanish dollars and their parts coined at different 
mes, Were not entirely uniiorm in Weight; and the ori 
ial full weight of some Oi these Comms was such, that 
¢ mtninsic value of the dollar was equal toa doliar 
dnearly acent ot our money. The proportions in 
nich these conns of difierent emissions and ditlerent ori- 
ual Weights, constitute the total sum now in our circu- 
ion, Can not be determined with any accuracy; but 
me of these coins, orginally a litte more valuabie 
an Our Own Silver coins, are a part OF the mass. Hence, 
¢ degree of diminution of these Spanish coins, does 
‘express With entire accuracy, the actuai ditierence 
Weiglt between them and our oWn Colus: aud the 
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actual weight of ‘hese Spanish coins at this time, is the 
important facts sought wo be ascertained. When the 
Spanish dollars and their parts now im our Circulation, 
are considered ia their aggregate quantity, i is estima 
ted that at this tne, the entire mass is at least, Six per 
centum less in actual weigit, than the tull weight of out 
own silver Cots 

Whatever miay be the exact averaze of this dis parity 3 
great numbers oi these Spanish Cols are now reduced 
Mie We git, lar beiow aiy average of lie Glminuuon OF thie 
exygregale Quantity; great nuaimvers of them are exceed- 
ingly imlermor it tuthinsie value, tO OUFOWA Coins Of like 


/ devomiuations, be Lithls putlion OF Lli@sc Spdbtisit Coulis, 


Is quite suilicies! iO upped ile Will puwerlul eilect, U poi 
the Comms Of OU Owe Gilt 

The Spanish: doiiars whieh are now a legal teader, 
are those of Which the aciual Werght 18 not less than 


,sevenieen penny Weinhts and seven wrai.is, and the parts 


of the Spanish hal are wot a iegai lewuer, uniess they 
fiere are very tew 


| Spanisn gdoilars and wot lnany Spanish balt deliars now 


mb Our CirecWUialion: anu of Lise WOW 10 Use, a few fave 
the weight thus re yuisile to mane Uiem legal money 
All OF aituOst aii tie Spatisn Quarier Goliars are below 
the requisite Weight, and ticst Ol them are reduced 


mucis beiow Uial Weight, A tis eights and sixteentiis 


. Ol the Spanish Uuilal are still wore dimarshed: aud ail 
; 


ot then are far be 
a legal ‘ender, 


iOW tue Welt requifeu iv make tieus 
Ui all thes. coins, a very sutail portion, 
Dil perliaps aiountlos toa tuuwaredtls part, thay have 
Lhe we Part pres PmLeG UY ne law HOW Tb force: and these 
aiune, are WOW Legal tune y. bie resuialion Dy Which 
Spaulsh Guiiars aod thei JariS afe tlius iepai mone y or 
boi, acCoruluy 

LG os. 


y(heu ae ua weight, Was established in 
Due iegisia ure of (ial time Were jusuy stensibie 
Of Uie Miscliel Wincu Would fuliow, Ho such ot these 
Cuills as afe tiieiior lo our OWL in We iil, should circu- 
late as equal .O Lireil ih + aide; and Dy thus reguiauion, 
they jutenued lo eXCiuue such inmieriwl Coils from Cur- 
PEHCY, bax pe bebe tas shOWn thal tis discrimmauon 
vi law, Is Withoul eucacy, ia lect. Ii tue exisiing law 


ie re €niorceu li placuce, sucii Ol these Comms as are 


beloW Uie Pequisit® Weigzinl,w ouid not circulate. A very 
iflevent Conse que.Ce lakes place, and in practice, ail 
Liits€ Cuils alc equals curtenl, Without regard to their 
bicus: the fact that some of these coins 
ave Ue Weighl requisiie lo make them leyal money, 
and {rout CUslom, imalleniion or the incous enieuce ol 
weighiag Cols, ati Ol trem are Current by tale, at full 
values. ibe aciual Weighi of Unese coins isa test of 
tueu value, used Only by those who by means of lighter 
cous, Wilidraw leavier Colus trom circulation: and iw 
(ie iadiscrummate Currency of all these coms by tale, 
tne large portion Of Wiew which ts much reduced in 
Weigil, has afiple scope lor tue misclieis Which diumin- 
ished COs never laid to produce. 

‘Lhe wit of the Linted States, from its commence- 
ment to the first day of the present year, bas issued 
Colns amuunting tu the tollowig suas. 

Golu coins, 8,691,530 dol. 

Silver Coins, 25,260,077 doi. 90cts. 

Total amt. of gold & silver coins 35,947,607 doi. GUcts. 

Copper CUills, aboui Ux YU dul. 

‘Dive cols of aii Kinds now in the Luiwted States, are 
eSiimated lO amount tv avout tWeuty-luree ailiilous of 
dclars. Ol this amount, it is estimated iiat avout four 
(€€h MiidlONs CoUSIst Ol Our OWn Culms; avout five mu 
ioMs Of Spanisi dollars and their parts; aud about tou! 
millions Of various ulber jorelgn coms. 

Oi ine goiu and silver coms issued by our miat, 
amounting nearly, to thirty-lour mitions, a portion not 
exceeding iourteen miuitous Of duiiavs, HOW remains mh 
nis Country, in the form of Coius: aud luis poruon cou 
Sists al.nOst Whoily, Of the coms Of siiver. 

Our goid coins are Wituidrawn trom circuiauion, chiefly 
by the Operation of a parucular cause, nol new dis- 
CUsseu. 

More than one-third of our silver coins have departed 
trom clrcuaniou, 

Aiumvst ail tue early silver coins of our mint have dis- 
appeared. Our silver coins now curren, are principally 
tnuse issued Within the last teu years; aud vf these, tue 
greatest poruon are G1 tlie DOs! Peccut euissiods. 

Uur siiver Comms are lo a greal extent, realed as bui- 
liou; and whether they ave converted isto builion, or 
pass lo manufactures, or ale exported, tury are lust to 
the use of the cominuuily, a> Coins. 


‘Lhe duninished Spanisi colus ace neitlLer couverted | 
info bullion, nor exported, nor used in manviactures, | 


ahd they Conlluue tn circuwalion. 

These Spanish coms circulating as equivaleitty> ou 
own coms Of like nominal value, are chicily tue iastru- 
ments, by which our own Colus ave Withdrawu irou Cu- 
culation By means of these Spaaist cows o1 Very re- 
duced weight, our OWN COlus ot fuil Weigut or very 
slightly reduced, ave procured and couverted ilu bul- 
lion, or used as buliion in manutactures or for exporta- 
tion. ‘The inevitable consequence of coms current al 
the same value, while they are not OF the same Weight, 








takes place, the excess of intrinsic value of our own 
coins, Over that of the diminished Spanish coins, is 
gained by somebody; our own coins dissappear, and 
the lighter Spanish pieces continue in circulation. 

Some other causes have siightly contributed to with- 
draw our silver cous from circulation; but these minor 
causes are wadequate to the magnitude of the effect 
which bas been produced, ‘Lhe siver coms issued by 
our mint, ave exceccded the amount of all the coins now 
i the Lnited Siates; and the portion of these silver 
coms Which Has disapye arecd,is a sum greater than the 
amount of all the foreign cOins now in this counlry. Ab 
amount not jess than eleven millious Of duliaes of our si! 
ver Cols, bas been Withdrawu from circulation; and the 


rconcurreat use of Spanish coms inferior to Our own 


cols In Weigit and intrinsic value, but of equal value in 
currency by tale, has been the principal cause of this 
tact 

Though a large amount of our coins has disappeared, 
the increasing eumissions of the mint would soon supply 
them place, 1! our Own coms could remain in circulation. 
Our silver coms would remain in circulation, if they 
were not mecessanily displaced by diminished Spanish 
coms; aud while this cause shall exist, it will be impos- 
sible to retain any great quantity of our silver coins in 
currency. 

The injury already done by these Spanish coins has 
been great; andit they could suiler no farther dimino- 
tion, they would continue to produce like mischief, in 
future. But these coins must becoine stil] more reduced 
by long Circuiation; and as they shall decrease in weight, 
they will tore aud more, banish our own cows frou 
circulation. As diminished coms, they car. not be toler- 
ated: their currency is incompatible with the due pro- 
gress and success of Our own system of money; and it is 
ludispensable to the preservation of our own Coims, that 
the currency of these Spanis': coins should Cease. 

In many parts of our country, prices and debts are ex- 
pressed mm dollars and cents, according to our legal 
numenciaiure of money and our own cows; but in other 
parts of the repudlic, prices and pecuniary sums are to 
a great extent, expessed in pounds, siniligs aud pence, 
aud especialiy in shillings and pence Pounds, shillings 
and pence are merely a money Of accoun!, UNknOWnH to 
our laws; and to state accurately, the vaiue ol our Owl 
coms in this Money, Calculations mvoiving small trac- 
LUNs, are hecessary. Tits iuconvemence alone is ufeat. 
A much greater evil is, that tnese pounds, siidiings @ud 
pence are of tour dissimilar kinds, i ciilerent States and 
piaces, each ol them Mak log difierent divisions of the 
Spanish doar and its parts, uito smiilings and pence: 
and each: of these discordant imaginary moneys, though 
understoud by the lubabitants of ‘he iocal sceve Where it 
prevails, is little Kaown by Others. These denomina- 
tious With their Various siguilications, lad eXtsied in 
inany Of ihe States beivre tie estaplisiment of our na- 
UOnal sysiem Of Money; and they had been appiied to 
the Spanish silver colus, which Were then the most com- 
mou money of the couniry. The same denominations 
are suli continued by custom; and this usage is pro- 
longed by the presence aud currency of the Spanish 
coms, WIL Winch Lie denominations of pounds, shiilugs 
aud pence have been so long asseciated. When these 
Spauish colns shail disappear, tne Genominations of 
pounds, shillings aud pence W ili soun cease: prices and 
debts wili be staled in Gotiars and cents; and not Only 
Wii Our cols be unnOrm, but We suall aiso enjoy ia 
practice, the vreat Couvedicnce Ol a Unliorm eX pressiou 
vivaiues i tie nattunal money, in every part of the 
Luited Sialtes. 

Wie these Spanish coins are legal money, they 
will not be Converted iuto our own coins. Tlie posses- 
sot of these Colms Can gaia nuthing by their recomage, 
When tuey are equal Th weight, to our own coms 3 and 
When they are Interior mm weight, but sull equal in cui- 
rent value, be will certainly not employ the mint to 
convert bis diminishsd cos into a less number of 
peices. 

ii nas been said that we are not ready to dispense 
With these Spanish coms, because our owu Coins have 
not yel taken their piace in circuiation. Our own cols 
have not yet lame tueir piace lu circulation, because 
these tureign Coins have had tne Curreucy aud sanction 
of law, Which they tow possess; and vwhiie they enjoy 
this poWerlul pruiection, they cau not be replaced by 
our own coins. Notonly wili these Spanish coms cou- 
tue to Circuiale, bul Gimimished as they now are, they 
wil to a greal extent, expel our own Coins from circuia- 
toa. Tf the currency of these Spanish cols can wut 
ve discoutinued WithOut sOme wconvenlence, that in- 
conveuleace will be transient; wil be scon succeeded 
vy the great bevefit of sound aud uniorm coms of our 
owe mint; and will be itseli the price, without Which, 
that benefit cannot be obtained. 

It 1s in Our power to possess a sufficient supply of our 
OWN Collis; but we never Can enjoy this great Conve. 
nience, Without employing the means which are neces- 
sary tothe end. We are in no want of goid and silver: 
aud in @ Country 50 rich, industrious, and CommMercias, 
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there never can be any 
and silver, have been, during the four years which are 
specified, as follows: 

From the thirtieth day of September, 1824, to the 
thirtieth day of September, 1525, 

Imports, 6 150.765 Dollars. 
Exports, 8,797,055 Dollars. 

From the thirtieth day of September, 1520, 
thirtieth day of September, 1526; 

Imports, 6.550.966 Dollars. 
Exports, 4,095,075 Dollars 

From the thirtieth day of September, 1826, to the 

thirtieth day of September, 1527, 
Imports, 8,151,130 Doliars. 
Exports, 7,971,306 Dollars. 

From the thirneth day of September, 1827, to the 
thirtieth day of September, 1525, 
Import ‘'s, 7.489.741 Doilars. 

Exports, 7,900,439 Dollars. 

These creat quantities Ol the precious metals are 
brought into our country, and wheu here, are ready to 
satisty any demand iwterna! or foreign, which may exist 
They are now, exported soon after they arrive. Any 
portion of the gold aud silver imported, which may be 
requisite for asuoply of Our OWn CUlns, May be retained 
for that object; 





' 
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to the 


but this purpose cau not be accompilish- 
ed, Without rendering our owl COs 1 CEssaly lor the 
Coiws are converted ito bullion, aud 
bullion is converted into coins ty the minut, at the pica- 
sure of every possessor of coms or bullion; the object 
ofeiher conversion is gain, and the possessor otf bul- 
lion will not employ the mint to coin it, unless coms 
are more valuable than the uncomed metal. A demand 
for coins for the offices of money, renders them more 
valuable than bullion: and an adequate supply ot Coms 
ean never be obtained aud heid mcircula'ion otherwise 
than by an eflective demand for coms 4s mouey. 

Whatever may be the amount of the cows possessed 
by the community, and whether the offices of money 
are performed wholly by cots, or parily by Comms and 
partly by credit in the forms of paper money, it is of 
the highest moment, that the coms which are the only 
legal money, should be uniform and Current, according 
to their true values. 

To depend upon foreign coins for our ordinary do- 
mestic use, is unworthy of ourselves awd our condition. 
We.have ail the reasons of policy which induce nauons 


uses of money 


deficiency of these metals, of| mint for that purpose. Almost all the Spanish dollars 
long duration. Our recent imports and exports of gold | now in this country, are collected in the commercial 


'chandize, than as circulating coins. 





io establish and com money for themselves; We lave all 
the means for coining our OWn MOney; OUF OWn System 
of money, ou: mint aud our cows, are no louger i their 
infancy; and the just pride of national character should 
now discard the foreign coms which were trom neces- 
sity, adopted and used by the country, im its colonial 
state. 

The currency of these Spanish coms must now be 
abolished, or at least, be checked. As these coins are 
widely diffused and can not be immediately repiaced in 
circulation by our own coins, it would be too rigorous 
to prohibit at once their currency by consent. Theu 
circulation may be checked, by depriving them alto- 
gether of the character of legal money; and this is the 
measure which is now recommended. Bemg in tamil- 
iar use, these coins will still, to a great extent, circulate 
by consent; and though any Circulation of these coims 
will be pernicious, their currency by consent of parues, 
may for some time longer be toherated. 

Our mint is in a very satisfactory state. Its oflicers 
possess all the skill requisite for their stations, the 
modern improvements in the art of coming have been 
adopted; and the machinery proper tor fabricating ali 
our coins, 1s provided and is in use The establishmeni 
is complete in all the faculuies of a navional mint, and 
being complete in its organization, its Capacity to issue 
coins, may be easily enlarged. Uur comage has bither- 
fo been performed in an edifice extremely unsuiiable 
for the operations of a mint; but under tus disadvan 
tage, the mint has been able to coin Without auch delay, 
all the gold and silver which have been presevted tot 
coinage. In pursuance of a recent provision of law, a 
new edifice for the use of the mint, is HOW L, a course 
of construction; and this structure will atiord ampie 
accommodation for all the operations of a great mint.— 
It will be completed in January or February, 1831: and 
the mint will be established and in full operation in the 
new edifice, before the fourth day of July, 1531. The 
mint is now able to fabricate and to issue coins to the 
amount of five millions of dollars in a year; and it will 
soon be able to coin ten millions of dollars in a year, or 
ay greater sum which our wants may require. 

The proposed regulations concerning the legal tender 
of the copper coins, and the legal tender of duwinished 
coins of silver and gold, may, without inconvenience, 
have immediate operation. 

It is proposed that the regulation by which Spanish 
dollars and their parts will cease to be legal tender, shall 
take effect on the fourth day of July, 1831 Before that 
time, al] these Spanish coins now in the United States, 


may be recoined, if they should be presented to the 








sea-ports; where they are held rather as articles of mer 
The minor coins 
and especially the quarters, eighths and sixteéaths of 
the Spauish dollar, are im active circulation in all parts 
of our country. These coms being in Common use, 
greai numbers of them will circuiate by consent, alter 
they shall cease to be iezgal money; as all of them aow 
circulate freely, when very few of them are a legal 
tender. No grea’ quantity of these Spanish coms will 
be presented for re comage, at any particular time.— 
This measure will, therefore, produce a0 inconvenient 
pressure upon the community or the mint; aud its prac- 
tical effect will be, that these Spanish coms will be 
gradually withdrawn trom circulation and gradually re- 
placed by our own coins, 

We are not prepared for the immediate Operation of 
the rule by which our silver coins iess than a dollar, 
willnot bea legal tender tor payment of large sums. — 
Qur gold coms are withirawn irom circulation, soon 
alter they are tssuec from the mint; and we have very 
few doilars of our own miat, now i currency. A delay 
Which may enable us to provide a suitable amount of 
doilars or of dollars and gold coms, must theretoce, be 
allowed. The proposed regulation should be now es- 
tablished, that all may prepare for is eflect; aud the 
line assiznead flor the COmmencement of its vperauion, 
should be suiliciently remote to allow requisile prepara. | 
ion, and suflicientiy wear to impose the necessity and 
vive the impulse, without which preparation will not be 
made, 

The values of zoid and silver m their relation to each 
Other, now established in Our coms, are different trom 
the velative values of these metais in Commerce; the le- 
gal valuatwn of gold beiwg too low, aad that of silver too 
igh. (ur gold colus are Withdrawn trom circu- 
anion, chiefly by the operation Ol iiils erroneous pro- 
portion. 


This subject is wow under examination by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuauce of a resolution 
vi the Senate; and ui is believed toatl Oy suilabDie regu- 
lations, the convenience of gold coins may be secured 
to the couatry. But it Uiis object suould wot be attam- 
ed, and our coins shall herealier Consist as (hey now do, 
ot silver, the coins of this metal shouid be such as are 
best adapted to public conventence. Without the re- 
gulation .ow proposed, doijars will not be comed, or if 
comed, wall not remain in circulation; aud the dollar, 
the largest silver cow authoriz-d by law, the un of 
our system of money, will be known oualy as a money of 
account, not represented by any seusible object. 

Had this regulation been in force trom the Commence- 
ment of our system, we should now have in Currency, a 
due proportion of the higher coins. All our coms lias 
mg been mdiscriminately tegal for all the purposes of 
money, the causes which substract large coins trom 
circulation, have had unrestrained operation; and we 
are now almost destitute of the higher coms which our 
system has wisely authorised. 

When this reguiatten shail be in force, a portion of 
the current Coins must consist either of dollars, or of 
dollars aud gold; bul this portion will probably be no 
great partot ihe aggregate amount of ourcems. Large 
sums will from convemence, be in general, received 
aud paid as they now are, i papermoney. An amount 
of doilars and yold, or of dollars, sufficient for all the 
exigencies which are likely to arise from the operation 
ot Luts rule, may be comed within two years “Phat an 
mierval may be allowed which shall be amply suthcient 
lor all heCessary preparation, la respect both to the con- 
vemence of the Community and the ability of the mint, 
the jourth day of July [853, is proposed as the time 
When this regulation shall take effect. 

Our sy stem of mone y is in the main, excellent; an. in 
most Ol its great principles, bo IMMovahiOn Can be made, 
with advantage But itis not perfect, aud iis suscep- 
tible ot much improvement. The design of this report 
has beca to present and discuss some ot the detects of 
the existing laws; and to propose the new reguiaiiwus 
Which are re quisite to supply those defects. ‘These re 
gulauious are conceived not only to be amendments im 
portant in themselves, as sound principles Ot a peraa 
nent system, but also to be urgently required by the ac 
tual state of the Coins How in use. 

The general etfects of these regulations, will be to 
promote the coinage of the precious metals; to increase 
the quantity of our own coins, and especially, of sone 
of our coms Which now scarcely enter into our circuila- 
tion; to difluse our diflerent coins throughout the United 
States, and to retain them in the circulation and use oi 
the commanity. 


The propositions now submitted, are these: 
1. That our copper coins shall be a legal tender for 
the payment of any sum not exceeding ten cents, and 
for no greater sum. 
2. That our silver coins less than a dollar, shall not 
be a legal tender for payment of any sum exceeding 
ten dollars. 


minished in weight, more than a twenty-fifth part of the 
full weight, they shall not be legal money. 

4. That no toreign coin whatever shall be a legal 
tender. 

5. That the first and third of these regulations, shal] 
be in force immediately; that the fourth shall take et- 
fect on the fourth day of July, (831; and that the se- 
coud shall take etfect oa the fourth day of July, 1833. 
A bill contain, these PrOVisiOols, is also submitted, 
vee un pt 
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| Continued from our last. | 
SENATE. 
W epnespay, Jan. 13. 
Public Lands. 
Mr. Hotmes wished the resolution to le on the ta- 
ble for the present tle wished to offer the following 
resolufion for the adoption of the Senate: 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Land Office 
be directed to wtorm the Senate of the quantity ot 
Public Land which is now, or can be brought into the 
market, distinguishing in what States or territory such 
lands are; 
But upon the suggestion of Mr. Foot, he abandon- 
ed his resolution 
The people of the United States, said Mr. HL. are an 
inquiring people, They wish for light. If you refuse 
liis inquiry, they will be apt to suspect that we “love 
darkness rather than light because our deeds are evil, 
and that we will no! come to the light, lest our deeds 
should be reproved ” 
We have, said Mr. 1. a report of the quantity and 
quality of the public lands which were in market at the 
commencement of the year 1828 L wish to know what 
quantity of land has been brought into the market since 
(hat period; what is the quality of it, and in what part 
of the couatry itis located. If on inquiry it be found 
proper to goon with the surveys, he should vote for 
this Conttmuance and jor the continuance of the othcers 
employed for that purpose. So far as the subject has 
been developed there is a large quantity of land now 
ready for the market—probably it was not all ready.— 
But [ believe there is a large quantity owned by the 
States. The States would soon become competitors o! 
the United States, for Ohio has a vast quantity of her 
own land for sale, so has Indiana, and, I believe, so has 
the State of Illinois. Besides, there are large tracts 
which have been sold to speculators—(by speculators 
[ mean those who purchase the lands, not for the pur- 
pose of settling them, but to re-sell them again)—whicl, 
land is now inthe market. Ifall the lands were not 
sufficient to gratity the desires and wants of purchasers, 
(which would be ascertained by the inquiry proposed, | 
let us then give them more. He wished the inquiry to 
be made, but he was desirous of having the informatior 


solution of the gentleman from Connecticut, [ Mr. Foot. | 
But, as he would probably obtain 'he information from 
the Commissioner of the Land Office, or the Committee 
of [Inquiry might obtain and present it tous, he was will- 
ing the discussion should go on—still he was surprised 
that any attempt should be made to smother investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Foor said he had supposed that his proposition 
to refer this subject to the Committee on Public Lands. 
composed exclusively of the Senators from the States 
most deeply interested, would have screened him from 
any imputation, aud even the slightest suspicion of un- 
friendiy feeling or sinister views, in offering this resolu- 
tion for inquiry merely. Elis object was to obtain in- 
formation, and he knew of no Committee better quali- 
fied to give full information on this subject—it was thei: 
peculiar province—he had full confidence in that Com- 
mittee: that all the information wou'd be communicated 
in their report, if the resolution should be referred to 
them, of which he could not entertain a doubt. But u 
the Senate should refuse to let this resolution for inqui- 
ry goto the Committee, the Senator from Maine [ Mr. 
Holmes] could then obtain trom the Department the in- 
formation he desired, and he |Mr. F.| hoped the Sena- 
tor would not delay the decision on the resolution, by 
renewing his motion for postponement. 

Mr. Homes said he would not renew the metion 
—he did not wish delay. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, Jan. 18. 
Distribution of Publie Lands. 

Mr. Speicur said, that when this subject was_ firs! 
brought to the consideration of the House, he had not in: 
tended to have participated in the debate; but in conse- 
quence of the amendment which had been offered by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, and the disposition whieh 
gentlemen had manifested to meet the resolution at the 
threshold, he felt it his duty to submit a few remarks ex- 
planatory of the vote he should give. It might, said Mr. 
S., at the first glance appear highly improper to arrest the 
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Banner of the Coustitutrort. 
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which simply proposed inquiry, but he contended it was submitted by the then Secretary of the Treasury, which 
the proper time for those opposed to the resolution to come | was adopted. 
forward and show to the House the impropriety of the ministration, was to create new loans, to extinguish the 
measure, but if, on the contrary, it should be deemed exped- foreign, and to reduce the interest of the domestic debt. 
And to enable the United States to borrow this money, it 
absolutely beeame necessary, to give a pledge or surety tor 
Mr Speight saul there was still a strouge: jth ‘ forthcoming of the same; and tits led to the passage of 
the act of Congress of the 4th August, L789; by which the 
sales of the public lands were pledged to reduce the pub- 
he debt. 


ent and finally should be adopted, it would go to the Cominit- | 
tee clothed with all the information a discussion could | 
throw on it. | 
reason why he wished to express lis sentiments in regard 
to the resolution. He said he had seen that the Legisla- 
ture of the State from which he came, had been e gaged 
in discussing the same proposition which we lave now be- 
fore us: and whilst he had heard with deep revret that they 





| 

: | 

had had the subject betore them, le was more than gratifi- | 
. ? 

ed to see that they had consigned it to its mother dust, 
, } 
where (not envying its repose) he hoped im would sleep] 


through a long eternity. He hooed that he should not b: 
uli lerstood as Speak! ig in the 3} riyte st devree 7 

ful of that distinguished body, or that he denied the right! 
of instruction. By no means: far be it fromiium. He had} 
ever believed, and still believed, traat Co ivr 


serve to themselves the 


i> 
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Teests ct. | 
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ss should re-| 
control of their funds: and that in 
all works ef improvement in which the 
ment is to be given, they should be the sol 
said Mr. S. permit me tor a inoment to 
the House to the 
raise a select Committee, to enquire liuto the « \p “iene 5 


ud of the Govern- 


yudg s. sir. 
‘all the attention of 
purport of this resolution. It proposes lo 
of dividing amoug the States, according to the ratio of rep 
resentation tn this ilouse, a certain portion of its surpius 
funds, for education @id internal baprovementy and tivat 


the practicibility of these improveiments to be effected bs 
the funds of the General Government, ts to be placed un-| 
der the control of the State Legisiatures; that we, the Rep- 


i 
resentatives of the people, constituting what may be said 


' 


to be a part of the Federal Government, have not judg- 


ment and disert TlOw, Ves, Sir. nor ho best eno porhy io Uppy 
these funds. ‘That we shall not be the judges of ihe legit. 
imate scope to which we are ed by the 
transfer our funds to the 
States, and they may go without limit. This, Sir, ts the 
language in substance, which this resolution is made to 
SPC. Mr. s. said, the construction of 
might be classed into three diy 


pr vile (C‘onstitu- 


tion to go; but that we will 


the Constitution 
rsions. ‘There was one, 
class which following the express letter of the Constitution, 
was necessarily precluded from exercising any other power 
than what was expressly deligated. On the other hand, there 
was another which was for doing every thing not expressly 
prohibited. But for my own part, whilst | would gladly a- 
void being considered one of those wWhocongede no power by 
nuplication or construction. I would carefully aveid being of 
that number, who construe the Constitution to answer thetr 
own ends. I prefer a third class, who are for giving to 
the Constitution a liberal interpretation; concede to it In- 
cidental powers which necessarily belong to those ex- 
pressly delegated, and without which the Constitution is a 
perfect dead letter. ‘This government, he conceived, was 
one of delegated powers, its limits were marked out. But 
within these limits, its sphere of action was sovereign. It 
was clothed with a power, to pass all laws, which might be 
deemed necessary to carry its powers into effeet. And, 
said Mr. Speight, a power to carry on a well digest- 
el and judicious plan of Internal Improvement was 
as necessary to the ethcrency of the government as any 
other power. A system which had for its object the open- 
ing of water or land communications between the several 
States, for military or commercial purposes, should at all 
times, when he had a voice, have his support. But, said 
Mr. Speight, I am in favor of the right of Congress to judge 
of the Constitutionality of the improvement. He would 
not trust the States to judge for him, for no gentleman 
would contend, that all works of loternal Improvement, 
carried on by the State, come within the Constitutional 
powers of Congress. But, sand Mr. Speight, after you 
have given the States this money, what assurance have you 
on their part, that they will apply it as specitied in your 
resolution! What control have you over the money after 
it is out of your possession’ None Sir. Your money 
which you have given to the States, for education and In-| 
ternal Improvement, may, when out of your control, be! 
squandered upon objectS not worthy the patronage of a) 
State, much more a General Government. But (said Mr.} 
Speight) there is a still stronger objection to this policy.) 
Can any gentleman be so blind as not to see the odious ef- | 
fect which this policy may have on the State Legislatures! 
Adopt this measure, and you make a majority of the State 





Legislatures subservient to the will of Congress. Any 
measure which the General Government might propose, 


would be responded to by the States, to court their favor 
and patronage. Sir, the true policy, in my opinion, for 
this country to pursue, is to keep the General and State 
Governments ([ mean their influence) separate and inde- 
pendent. Again, Sir, what a spectacle will this present to 
the world—a General Government set up in the capacity 
of a tax collector, not competent of tts own judgment to 
carry on Internal Improvements, but which will furnish 
the States with money to be their guardians. Sir, | con- 
fess my objections to the measure are not so much on con- 
stitutional grounds as on expediency, and I will proceed, 
in as few words as possible, to explain it. T contend that 
the public lands are pledged to pay the public debt, and 
that the general welfare of this country requires that this 
debt should be paid as speedily as possible. 

After the war of the revolution, and when the present 
Government went into operation, the United Stafes had 
for supply and expenses, incidental to the war, contracted 
a debt nearly to the amount of $80,000 00, partly foreign 
and partly domestic. To reduce thie credit, a plan was 


Whiat, f 
taxation. 
; ‘ j . yt) > ; 
had no means whereby to redeem their lands. They gould 
not have borrowed imouey to have rec eimed the credit ot 
the country, because they had no sure ty to pledge for tie 


forth commie of the turneds. 
posts, turiher than to mect the 
froveriument. 
tio ld ‘and they stepped forth in liberal aad 
hion would toiow, an Lae ped rill lib 2k nd 


«welled with emotious indesertbable, while recounting over 


the history of the cessions. 
State stood foremost in the rank of liberality. Yes, Sir, and 
| Wilat has spe rect ived! 
wili she receive, unless shy can obtaio it on just incl quit- 
able terms—while some of those States wich are clameor- 
ous for a division of the pubise 
ed nothing. 


and heat of the « ay, has remained sitent. 


elous! an 


objects at onee, for the money on hand. 


ev is grote ? 


“ate it of the princtpal itself, 
“have made of the Western Lands, explain your disposi- 
“tions on this subject; and, I am persuaded that the sooner 
“that valuable fund ean be made to contribute, along with 
‘other means, to the actual reduction of the public debt. 
“the more salutary will be the measure to every public tn- 
“terest, as well as 
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And a part of the policy pursued by the ad- 


Suppose there had been no cession of the Public Lands, 
isked, must have been the consequence! Direct 
For, without the Public Land, the United Sates 


‘The Cloustitution wiieh thuiey 
iad adopted, gives them no power to levy and to collect un- 
contingent Cxpeiises oi Lie 
precise 

‘They 


VW, that without a cession of them territory, direct taxa- 


And, sad Mr. Speigit, this is the 
wi lil wiwel the States viewed the whole «matter. 


itriotic terms arid ceded their terri 


ory. <i id his bosom 


it was the tact, that his native 





Nothimg, and | will add, nothing | 


} } 


land tunds, have contribut- | 


North Carolina, whieh has borne the burthen 


funds, but she wants them on honorable terms or none. | 
North Carolina is in favor of Internal linprovem nis by 
the General Government, but she wants the 


nied. ssi 


funds judi. 
has for the last ten vears, had the 
funds misapphed, by unskilfal 


managers, her tunds trittered away, by embracing too many 


mortification to see hes 


a 


And just so will 
division, North Carolina will get 


De tie ¢ le ‘tol this. B 


ihout SHUL00, and this aivided on all th oby esto wineh 


i a 
is directed, will end a miserTahie 
Sir, the polrey 


The attention ot the Sin 
ibortion like all the rest of enterprises. 


which this government ought to pursue, is, in a tew words, 





thiss—Tinpr ve your tniets and herbors, make militar 


: , } . : 
roads, but when you do it, kee » the control of yout tu is. 
What, he asked, was the use of the United States keeping 


intend to earry on Internal Improvement—and if you in- 


States your mon: v! 


land fund, until the public debt is paid. 


iB.) and the tris 


i oreate r Gbitguity OL inte bie . CF on ter want ot 


} 
Sie needs the i. 
t 
| 
; 
f 


of the manut iclturing States 


, Ope rate pene cisely om tye So! 
i} ‘ 


icirect taxation! 


jsuch language uttered on this floor. 


-—~— a —_- « 


what constituted the Sinking Fund. Now, said Mr. S., 
take away the proceeds of the Public Lands, and adopt the 
American System to its full extent, as admitted by the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island the other day, aud where is your 
Sinking Fund’ The gentleman has tld us in his remarks 
tuc other day, that the wish of the friends ot the American 
System is to furnish the country with all the necessaries of 
ithe, and stop importation. ' 





Ll will give his own words: 
“He would brietly glance al another objection. lt was 
"Tari? pohiey, and 
tac it would be supported as such by all Tart men— 
the would Say iit three words wiiai thy vivocates ot the 


Th tf s\ “ein Oro ooses to SU pe 


said that this was a branch of the 


Americau system require. 


vi’ the counts with al Lhe Grout Slasics trom our own 
ryt 
SOUTCES. Phe importation of tuose stipies eonstitute at 


Veiue. The 


tthe America: system know, that when that ime 


present the great source oj our puts] 


portation silail Cease, the revenue trom that source must be 


' . fo} ‘ 
He be oved Oo the gentiem i from Ai pama 
fo understund, that When thes 


SOL iu. 
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Ln portations shall cease, 


there will be no longet any revenue from foreign goods to 
If then the 
reveliue 
Wisil tO if ep up a Tev: rue 


It, therefore, the g 


our Government. lLonhportalion sa ili te rriinate, 


and with it the the trends of that svsatem must 


from tbe saies of the public 
lands. limagine that any 
triend oi the Am rican s\stein Wo thei statep rt ine resolu. 
tl nore than he (Mr. 

d that he (Mr. 


eifted with 


ntieman cou 
ou Ou the ground he had siate it Was |! 
>». )could tmmagine. [Uf the venthe aan su 
nds Who voled with Hy i Weel 
tintelh. 
gence than 4pY Other human beings, it was too much to 
yccuse us ot possessing DOLL thos: disquamheations toveth- 
z. 

Mr.S. said, he was not mistaken in his view of the wishes 

. This was just what he ex- 

pected they had arrived at, and he would in a very few 
words cali the attention of the House to what he conceived 
It would 
tthern States. as eords and 
Dy lt would 
retard the circulation, and suddenly ail the vital energies 
wonld become extinct. 

W hat, Sir, | ask all reflecting gentlemen to say, must he 
the inevitable result? ‘lake the Public Lands away trom 
the Sinking Fund—have a Tarilf sufficient to prohibit ex- 
portation, and I sav, what Sir, is to be the result? Why 
And next to that, follows ruin to the 


ii 
; 
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| +1 7" . 
would be le eff ct of such an OD Dressive porcy. 
o ihe human system. 


yandages would. if applied 


} 
eae 
)Southern States; our slaves—our land, We., will be taken 
acorps of military and topographic engineers, if they do not | 


and sold to pay the tax. Importation being stopped, it ne- 


hae ssarily prohibits exportation, and our staple being cotton 
tend to earry on Internal linprovements, why give the | 


just as much as is wanted for consumption, by the manu- 


i* ; ; . 
Hlow are you to work when your mon. | facturing states, will be bought at their own price, and the 
Sir, vou have no right to touch tis pubite balanee will sink withus. Sir. | was not prepared to hear 


I have always had my 


To show that I am not mistaken in the position which | doubts as to the sincerity of the policy; now they are con- 


I have advanced, 1 beg leave to refer the House to the 
message of President Washington, in 1790. 
Messace or 1790. 
“Allow me, moreover, to hope that it will be a favorite 
“policy with you, not merely to secure a payment of tly 


“interest of the debt funded, but as tar and us tast as the | 


“crowing resources of the country will permit, to exoner;r- 
The appropriations you 


the more satisiaciory to our constitu- 


“ents.” 
Again, Sir, his message in 1791, which speaks in lan- 
guage more emphatic. 


| 





Messace or 1791. 

“A provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the Unit- 
“ed States 1s parti sularly urged, among other reasons, by 
“the important considerations that they are pledged as a 
“fund for reimbursing the public debt; that, if time/y and 
“judiciously applied, they may save the necessity of bur- 


ST 


“thening our citizens with new taxes for the extinguirsh- | 


‘“ ment of the principad, and that, being free to discharge the 


“principal, but ia a limited preperiton, no opportunity | 


“ ought to be lost for availing the publie of its right.” 
What Sir, I ask, would have been the situation of this 

conntry if we had pursued the policy of the father of his 

country! 


— 


firmed. I had hoped at this Session, we should so modify 
the American System as to unite all parties; but Sir, | amst 
contess, all hopes now are lost. The gentleman from 
Rhode Island has gravely told us that he supposes the Un- 
ion is to be divided next Summer, and then we shall divide: 

Sir, in the section of country from winch I have the hon. 
or to come, | have heard no such intimation. Respectable 
meetings have been held in the Southern States, in which 
they have set forth their grievances, and urged a speedy re- 
dress. Justice, Sir, is what the South wants; and justice 
she will have. And the gentleman from Rhode Island wil! 
pardon me for telling him, that should disunion of this em- 
pire take place, oppression and injustice will be the cause. 
And, Sir, it is lamentable, if, after a bloody struggle with 
old England to resist a three-penny tax per pound on tea, 
in which lives, property, and treasure were sacrificed, we 
must now burst asunder the political bands of this confed- 
eracy to resist an unconstitutional impest on the South, to 
support the pride and arrogance of New England. Sir, I 
pray God, none of these evils may befal us. I feel sorry 
that this subject has been unnecessarily lugged into this 
But, Sir, when I hear doctrines advanced on this 
floor which sap the independence and liberty of the people, 
| feel bound to resist it. Yes, Sir, regardless of conse- 
quences, | will do it. Mr. Speight said, he feared there 
was something contained in the body of the resolution 
which was not expressed on the face of it. I hope, Sir, it 


~_. 
dehate. 


is not the result of any determination to further the cause 


i 
i 
; 


' 


of the Tariff. In regard to the amendment of the gentle- 


‘man from South Carolina, although he saw no very good ef- 
Instead now of owing a debt of nearly $50,000,. | fect 1t would have, yet he could not agree that its intention 


000, we should have paid it years ago, and have saved the or effect was such as had been attributed to it by gentle- 


country near $150,000 00, interest which we have actually 
paid on the public debt since the year 1790. 

But, said Mr. Speight, it has been urged why this divis- 
ion should take place, that the Sinking Fund will, ina very 
few years, entirely reduce the Public '>ot, and that there- 
fore this resolution should pess. He should like to be in- 
formed what constituted the Sinking Fund. If he had un- 
derstood the history of the Sinking Fund correctly, he 
thought the money derived from the sales of the Pubhe 
Lands, formed a part. Mr. S. said, Congress in their wis- 
dom had devised a plan, whereby the Public Debt should 
be paid off in a few years. They bad enacted (he spoke at 
present from report, for he had never read the law) that the 
sum of $10,000,000 should annually be applied to the pay- 
ment of the Public Debt, out of the sales of the Public 
Lands, and the duty on imposts. And that after the pay- 
ment of the contingent expenses of government had been 





men who had participated in the debate. He did not con- 
sider the amendment intended to ratse an account-current 
between the old and new States, but for the purpose, if the 
inquiry is to be gone into, to ascertain how much they have 
had in advance; and to withhold from them, on the present 
division, in proportion to what they have named. Sir, I 
have no disposition to press the new States. ‘They are our 
children, “bone of our bone—fesh of our flesh.” We have 
held out to them enticements to remove to the new Jands, 
tand “we would do them good;” and we have no cause now 
for requiring them to refund back any advance we have 
made tothem. No, sir; and if the division is to take place 
of what remains, I for one feel willing for them to have 
their own part. For these reasons, Mr. 8. said,»he hoped 
that neither the resolution nor the amendment would meet 





with their approbation. . He had heard no gentleman in de- 
tail contend, that the system ought to be adopted until the 





paid, the balance (rising $2,000,000 for contingencies) to 


be also applied. 


debt was paid. He thought there was time enough to talk 


his, said Mr. S., in. e@ few words, was | about distributing the surplus funds, for until then, strictly 
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Banner of the Constitution. 
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syeaking, we have no surplus funds. The President had 
manifested a desire to pay the debt and redeem the credit 
rid bie hop done of the first measures of 
the present Congress would not be to thwart his views.— 
The people of th effitry were responding to the views 
. and he hoped Congress would 
with the tunds of the publhie lands, until the 


) 
{) Thre 


ear) trv; 


’ | 
contained in his Mess ive, 


not tatertere 


debt should be paid. Then, if the poliey of the country 
should require such a disposition of the funds, it would be 
time enoueh to make it. Bat for one he doubted 1t; be- 
lieving as he honestly did, Congress should judge of the 


of (ve work, and curtail its own funds, and di- 
| appropriations for internal improvements. 





—— ra 
TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 





W epnespay, January 20, 1829. 
Senate.—Mr. Smitru of Maryland, submitted the fol- 
lowing Resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here- 


by directed to cause a survey to be made of the Harbor of 


Balumore, and to report the means adopted by the city, for 
deepening and cleansing the said Harbor, and to report the 
cost of machinery used, and the amount required 
for effecting the object. 

A number of private bills 
ordered to a second reading. 
Public Lands. 

The Senate resumed, as the unfinished business, the 
resoluudion submitted by Mr. Foot, for suspending the sur- 
veys of the publie lands. The question being on the 
nsmendment submitted by Mr. Woodbury, directing th 
Committee to extend their inquiries into the expeciency 
of adopting measures to hasten the sales, and extend mor 
rapidly the surveys of the public lands, 

Mr. Foor then after a few remarks, modified his resolu- 
tion so as to meet the views of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Woodbury,) and those of the Senator 
from Maine, (Mr. Sprague.) 

Mr. Weasver then addressed the Senate ina long ar- 
gument, principally, going to shew that the Fost, mstead 
of being unfriendiy to the West, had always hitherto shown 
the preatest liberality toward that section of the Union; 
and concluded by moving that the resolution, which was 
not, in his opinion, a measure cither of necessity or expe- 
diency, be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Benron followed Mr. W. in reply; when the Senat 
adjourned. 


were read the first time and 


Hovse.—Mr. Arcuer, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill for the rclief of the owners of the 
ship Alleghany, or their legal representatives. 

Mr. McDvurrin, from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
reported a bill to regulate and tix the compensation of ta 
Clerks in the Department of State. 

Condition of the Indians. 

The following Resolution submitied to the House on thy 
3th instant, by Mr. Thompson, of Georgia, and laid upon 
the table for one cuv, Was t.ken Uj). 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before this House, a statement of the number, with the 
moral and political condition of any Indians located within 
the jurisdictional limits of the S.ates of Main > VMessachu- 
‘ticut, New York, Rhode Island, and Peunsy}- 
Vana, respectively; such statement to be accompanied by 
as criacal a shewing as can be furnished by the Derart- 


i 
ment, of the forins of Government by which they hav: 


sctts, Conne 


been heretofore, and are now subjected, with the names oi 


he respective tribes; which tribe or tribes, if any, have 
been, or are now, pe rmitted to exercise the right of seif- 
poveriment, bidep ndent of the State or States in whicl 
they are located, and, if any, which tribe or tribes is or 
are now, or have been subjocted, 1h anh ue gree, by the cO- 
vernment of the 


to tha 


Siate or States in wh el tTieyv are le Caied, 
sucu Sit 


ite or States, ane 


the extent to which they may have been, or are now sub- 


u.uuicipal jurisdiction of 


le ic ie 


Mr. Svrorrs, of New York, offered the following amend- 
meu: 

Insert aftey the word “Indians,” as follows: “residing 

on lands which they claim to hold or possess, under then 
ative or origin il tit] . and.” 


Mr. Srorrs addressed the House in support of his amend. 


ment. He observed, that the object of the resolution pro- 
pis di by thn {Fi rth 


man from Georeia, was suthiciently ob. 
gions: and 


<o far as it had atendeney to contribute to the 


morovement of the eonditien of the Indians, he certainh 


wold not object to it: and he was equally sure, that t 
csoch an extent. it won'd meet with the concurrence of the 
Hicuse. But, hel it heen considered what consequence: 
woul! acerue from the passage of the resolution, as origi 
n liv submitted, he might, for instance, adduce facts con 
~ » the State of New York, which if not generally 
! nown, oucht to be attended to in the discussion of so im- 
portant a subject. There were tn that State, numerous In- 


dans reelaimed, it might be said, from savage life, own- 
nig farms and euliivating them, and cultivating also the 
erts of civilization, and amenable to the laws of civilized 
somrety. "Thore were Indian tribes, in the States of Massa- 
ts, New York, and he presumed, in Pennsylvania, 
sttled within the ‘imits of those States, under compact, 
end entitled therefore, to the enjovment of all the nghts 
and immunities of free citizens. It could not of course be 


e huse 


supposed that it was the intenuon of the gentleman from | furnish to the Senate any information ia ihe possession of 





Lio i* 





_—— = 


Georgia, to ask of the Secretary of War, 


who have not, by any act of their own, been subjected to) 
ihe laws ofa state. Any further extension of the subject 


and coufuse them in the progress of the matter. 
Mr. "THOMPSON, ot Greorgta, said, that the @ontlemas from 
New York appeared to have widely mistaken the object of 
his (Mr. T’s.) resolution. He had seemed to suppese that, 
it referred to New York alone; whereas, it not on), 
cally included several other States, within its scope, bul was 
imanitestly intended to comprehend the whele question 
Not, he observed, to reler simply © particun rcotitounities | 
in New York; but to asccertam what had been the exereise | 


iM Clie 


of the rights Of sovereignty within the various States, i | 
reierence to the! unportant matter. Lf, tor instance, said | 


Mr. Thompson, the Secretary of War should, in reply to! 
that resoiutiou, infokm the House that lands hac been wrest- : 
ed from the indians by violence, or obtained by duphieity, 
would no! such a fact have an mmportant bearing upon the 
agdiscussit a Ob a sul ct ot such thagnitues and Mnportaneec, 
as the owe The State of Georgi: 
had Geen compiatued of on eecount of alleged crue!ties | 
Lae Didians within hie r yurisaretion, alia 


\ 

i 

} 

} 

' 

hen under Giscussion. | 


~ 


ihe wished to know 
whether anv centleman on that floor would say that Geor- 
iG OUP iit ar lo subniil. jie mich suppose a Cuse, 1O! 


" " ; 
Ola shoulda be suby ctioa rule to,whieh others would me 
. ol hidians having been sola tor ae bt, and 


‘ Nail} such a 
answer to his resolution:— 
Was the poniteman trom New York (Mr. Storrs) apprehen. 


lmioriation Wwe 


act pial be aie Veloped Py tie 


“ike G1 thc 


Pent baa 
.* te. 


ehitnmuent be the means ot elic- 
i, wus lis, (Mr. ‘T°s.) sole wish, to obtain sech we 
jormuation @8 Woulla -cad them to some } ractical cone lusion | 
it be enabled to 
¢ gentleman from 
MO he 
yt t Mr. 2 NOimpson CO ‘tended that he could not be wre {) 


| ' 
ua, Ol Like subs el, tai order tiat they om 
; 
i 


l 
renaer © vVCiehtiacg justi ('e A lth ugi t 


New Lore tinight be righ 


In The pos had wssumead, 


in the view lie had taken of the subrect. Tf at shoula be 
tine Puct tial hisdhian lands had not been Ip rope riy @btaip- 
Cu, SUC Would Le 


Wel Ghat! 


and on thre 


if would 


ap parent, caontrary. i “iif hy 


iv be the case, be mace equally evi 
Liv resp nee ol the Secretary to that re selution. 
Lic FMAN DHoped that the 


Gent vy 

















ir. pmendment of his cot, 
le aeue, (ire Tims.) WOuld Hot mect with the assent of ¢t! | 
ficuse. ble saw no reason ier preventing the 
O1 the tutlest and most complete imtlormahion relative to thie 
conpadiueh Ob tie biidnans, both mora’ and political. 

Mr. bewr, of ‘Tennessee, expressed hunselt opposed t 
the reselulion as Hoet,in his Opmion, concucive to any Val- 


uabl 


@ merely spe culauve nature, on which ditterence ot cpinio! 


end. Many of the inquires contained in it were o1 
ablC TM fiatauraily ¢ AislL pelween persons actuated | ‘ the sau 

wud ooking iorward to ‘| the 
suurces Wilehec LiOse Oplhions emanated were aece ptat l¢ 
gd why Then should the Secre lary of War be calles 
Upou to eXbPess ab Opiliton Which eve ry via umber could bes 


lori ior Uiiitise ti 


motuves, the same object. 


iO dii. 


besides the introcuction of this resolu- 
hon Went to precipitate a Ciscussion pon a Sub} et winel 
tL Was Conicssed Ly ail wasot the first importance, and upon 
Wwineh it Was Hecessary, Considering Is extreme delicacy ; 
the consequences Wiich might result from the decisiot 
upon it, that every member ot the House should be prepar- 
cu to enter by a previous 
It would 


alia 


of its) merits. 
be brought torwarc, he would take it upon limesel! 
to say, boiore the House as speedily as possible by the 
Conunitvee on Lancia Aliairs, at which period it could be 
Wil more propriety discussed. 


investigation 


hie, therefore, moved that 
the resciution be lad upon the table. 


Mr. rosTER, asked tor the veas and nays upon the mo- 


Mr. Wayne, suggested to the gentleman from Tennes- 
sec, (Mr. beil,) to trame his motion so as to postpone the 
rosoulion until a day certain. 

Alier some observations trom Mr. Brir, in reply, and 
irom Mr. kAwererr, the question was taken, (the call for 
ihe yeas and bays not beiny sustawed,) when there appear- 
ed, aves LOL, noes 62. 

Whereupon the resolution was laid upon the table. 

‘Lhe resulunon heretofore submitted by Mr. buarr, of 
South Curolina, relative to the West Pomt Academy, 
ana laid upon the tabie, was neat considered. 

Me. INGERSOLL, Opposed the resolution until the hour ex- 





pired. 

The House then went intoa Committee of the Whok 
on the State of ihe Lmion, Mr. Camprenine wi the Clair. 
vn the Judiciary bull. 

The question was upon the amendment of Mr. Scrone 
to the bill reported by Mer. bucnanan, for eXtenainiye tat 
Judiciary Sysieim ot the United States. 

Mir. Sreowne resumed and concluded his observations. 


ject, 


Monday . 


obtammen.t© 





Mr. PoLK ioliowcd and addressed the Connusitice until 
near 3o Clock. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Comuniitee rose, ain 
report d, and obtained leave to sit aValle Mr. duatiigion 
has the floor for to-morrow, upon the subject. 

‘ry | ’ 

Phe House then adjouined. 


——- — -— -—_ 





Tnurenay, Jan. 21. 


Sevate.—Me. FrevinGnvuysen oticred the following re- 
solution : 





Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 








———- 
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information of the his Department, respecting the progress of civilization for 
moral and political condition of these persons, any mor | the last eight years among — . 
than of other citizens. After some further observations, | Choctaw Nations of Indians East of the Mississippi, and 
he went on to observe, that for the attainment of the object the present state of education, ey il gove roment, agricul. 
desired, the question should be confined to those Indians | ture, and the mechanic arts, among those Nations. 


the Cherokee, Creek, and 


The following petitrons were presented and referred ; 
By Mr. Weeerm «—bkrom sundry merehants and mechan. 


would, he conceived, have no other tendency than to misiead | ics of Boston, Mess. praying for the passage of a law regu- 


lati y sales at anetron, Upon thie principle s contained tin the 
bell re porte d to the House of it preset htatives on that sub- 
at the last sesston of Congress. 

By Mr. Crayron——From sundry citizens of Delaware, 
praving that 


Delaware City may be constituted a port of 


delive Ve 


") hye Resolution heretotore offered by Mr. LAVINGSTON, 
to the Compilation of Pubhie 
Documents, proposed to be published by Gales & Seaton, 
Wee Tread the second time, and taken up in Committee of 
the Whole. 
Mr. Livinesron moved to add 
which was avrecd to: 
‘That the number of volumes shall not ex. 
ceed thirty, and thet the seleetion of the Documents be 
mede onder the direction of the Seere tary ot the Senate.” 
‘The resolution atter some debate, was, as amended, or- 


eee} , , wet ’ , 
Hucworizing’g a sutess ription 


the following provision, 


‘* Provided, 


dered to be engrossed ior «a thurd re ading without a division. 


Public Lands. 
The Senate then soon resumed the eonsideration of the 


resolution offered be Mr. Foor, relative to the Public 


Lar ts. 

Mr. Cuampers hoped that the Senate would consent to 
rast Marie the resolution tril Vionday next, as Mr. W ERB- 
ever. who had cnesged in, and wished to be present at the 
cisensconm of the resolutron, when it should be resumed, 
: unavoieble engagements out of the Senate, 


uid not conveniently give his attendance before 


My. thaynr said he saw the gentleman from Massachu- 
wee tts a his seat, and presume G he could muke an arrange. 
meot whieh would enable tim to be present here during 
the He was unwilling that this subject 
should be postponed, until he had an opportunity of reply. 
ine fo some of the observations which had fallen from the 
gentleman yesterday. He would not deny that some thinge 
had fallen from that gentleman, which had produced sensa- 
rons bere [touching his breast] trom which he would de- 
ve atonce to relieve bimself. The gentleman bad dis- 
Lorged his weapgn in the face of the Senate. He hoped 
»« would now afford hun the opportnnity of returning the 
fire. 

Vir. Wensrer. 
PUSSLOn pr ceed, 


eiscussion to-aay. 


I am ready to receive it. Let the dis- 

Mr. Benton then rose, and addressed the Senate about 
“n hour in continuation and conclusion of the speech which 
he commenced yesterday in reply to Mr. Wensrer. 

Mr. Betn now moved that the further consic ration of 
the resolution be postponed to Monday, but the motion 
wos negatived—Aves 13, Noes 1s, 

Mr. Liay NE then took the floor, and spoke about on 
‘hour mn reply to Mr. W EKRSTER s remarks of yeste rday, aud 
then the Senate aajourned. , 





Hovse.—Mr. M’Durrir, from the Committee of Wavs 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
Militars Service for the vear IS80; which was twice read 
and committed to the Commuttce of the Whole House on 
the State of the Uniea. 

Or motion of Mr. Atston, the House took up the special 
order of the day, and went into Committee, Mr. Poux in 
the Chair, on the report of the Committee of Election on 
the memorial of Ruel Washburn, contesting the election 


of James W. Ripley, returned as one of the members of 


this House for the State of Maine. 

Mr. Auston spoke in defence of the report, and Mr. 
Srorrs, of New York, and Mr. Eviswortn against it. 
Messrs. Arncner, Everett, of Mass. Evans. of Maine.end 
SUTHERLAND, also joined in the ciseussion of the facts of 
the case, the last mentioned of whom concluded his re- 
marks by moving that the committce rise and ask leave to 
sit again. The committee rose accordingly, and having 
obtained leave to sit eeein— 

Mr. Verpianck moved thatthe election law of the State 
of Maire be printed: which was agreed to; and 

The House adjourned. 


Fruipay, Jan. 22. 

The Senate did not set to-day. 

ilover —Mr. Dravron, from the Committee on Mili- 
tery Affairs, reported a bill making appropriation for cer- 
‘ain ey penditures on account of the Engineer. Ordinance 
ant Quarter Master’s Departments, 

Mr. Wrekrrerr, trom the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, reporteda bill to prohibit the use of secret ser- 
vice movey in tune of peace, and for other purposes, 
which was read a tirst and second time, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, in Committee of the Whole 
tiouse, and direcied to be printed. 

‘Lhe house then went into the consideration of the 
resolution of Mr. Blair, of South Carolina, on the sub- 
ject of the West Point Academy; and the question was 
takenon Mr. Dorsey’s ataendment tostrike out “names” 
w) several instances, which, upon a division, was nega- 
tivedl—ayes 55, noes 60. 

The next question was on the motion of Mr. Con- 
dict, to strike out the words “and such as have with- 
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drawn, or have been dismissed from the Institution.” 
On this subject, and on the motion to strike out the 
succeeding clause, “how many have been in said Acade- 
my, whose fathers or guardians were members of Con 
gress, and how many such are now there,” considerabie 
discussion took place. in which Messrs. Crocket, Con 
dict, Haynes, fngersoll, and Tucker participated Both 
these propositions, however, to strike out were lost, 
and 

Mr Test then proposed, as an amendment, to add 
the words, “and how many leave the Institution annual- 
ly.” ‘This, also, was nega ivec, and the quesuioa recur 
red on the resolution, as amended. 

Mr. Wickiirvrr proposed a verbal amendment, to in- 
sert, after the word “House,” inthe second line of the 
resolution, the words “in each and every year.” Mr. 
W. brietiy gave bis reasons tor the amendment, and it 
was adopted by the mover (Mr. Blair) as a moditica- 
Ton. 

Mr Everett, of Massachusetts, said he was not dis 
posed to discuss the merits of the resolution, and he did 
not feel inclined to oppose ut, if placed ty an unoljec 

tionable shape. He said, however, there was another 
clause in the resolution which seemed to have escaped 
the notice of the members who had animadverted upon 
it. He referred to that part which calls upon the Se 

cretary of War for intormation respecting Cadets, who 
were “in circumstances too indigent to be educated on 
theirown means.” Ele did not kKuow how the Secretary 
of War could obtain this information, without an igui 

sition foreign to the genious of our iistiutions. LT the 
words of the clause quoted meant an wiquiry how manus 
young men there were who could not get a Common edu- 
cation, the answer must be none; for that was within the 
reach of all in our country. Ht, however, 1 meant how 
many were Incapable of procuring the education which 
was there taught, on their own individual ineans, or 
those of their parents, the answer must be all; for, with 

out the existerce of suc!) an institution, no individua! 
was capable of-obtaining such an education OF 
Mr. E. said he was confident, from his personal obse: 

Vation tie agali asked the louse, what sort ot mquiry 
they were about to put to the Secretary of War: Detor 
he satdown, Mr E. said he would meve that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the Comumitiee on Military Atiairs. 

A division being had upon this motion, it was carried 
inthe aflirmative—Ayes 91—Nays 72. So the reso 
lution was referred to the Committee on Miliary Affairs 
Ou motion ot Mr. Hupsarp, :t was | 

Resolved, Viiat the Commitiee on Internal Improve- 
ment be instructed to hndquire to the expediency ol 
constructing a National Road trom Buffalo, in the State 
of New York, to the head of Lake Champlain in Vers 

mont, and thence to Boston, in Massachusetts. 

The Speaker laid before the House sundry com 

munications, viz: 


tabs. 


1. Alctter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a copy of a report on the survey of Poridland Harbor, 
on Lake Evie, called tor by the House, ou the i4th 
uistant, slso a copy of a memoir and estimate on the 
inprovement of the Bar of Pensacoia, called tor by the 
House on the 20.h instant, which letter aad accompa 
uving documents, were referred to tue Commitiee on 
Commerce, 

2. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmittiug a report trom Major Maurice, to the Chet 
Rugineer, presenting a plan and estimate for securing 
the end ot the Mole, which forms the entrance into But- 
falo harbor, and erecting a Beacon Light Liouse upon 
the Mole; called for by the House, on the 14th instant, 
Which letterand report were reierved to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Adjourned. 


Pouitican, Economy.—Political economy has, by most 
late writers, been described as the science which investi- 
sates the “Laws” which reguiate the production and dtse 
tribution (to which some persous ave added, verv need. 
lessly In my Opinion, the consumption) of wealth. But 
tiere is another and a far more important and more inter- 
‘ung subject, upon which the tivestigation of the laws 
wach reguiate tne production and distribution of wealth is 
culculated to throw a new aud clear lieht, and whieh it js 
now fuil tune should be introduced and shown forth as o1 
ol the chief objects Uf the science of political economy.—- 
n unely, upon the natural grounds of right to it. For as th 

J rit to wealth or transferabie property ts acquired solely 
fou the manner in which it is produced and exchaneed, « 


Misiributed, under the system of the division of labor: that 

em does in fact consign it as 1 Were, to its proper own- 
tts; OF Wuat comes to the same thing, the natural laws 
i regulate barter, or exchange unier that system. 


; 
‘ 
x 


ore men are aliowed to act tre ely under the mm, Without 
ih undue or unnecessary constiaini or ri sirict.ons,) cause 


: 





‘0 fall necessarily into the hands of those who have the 
Toper Or natural right to it. 

Let this most interesting and most important object of 
oltical economy has been entirely overlooked by preced- 
¢ writers; and al. hough it has necessarily happened thai 
le whole drift of their reasonings, and all the urguinents 





employed by them, (where they have not deviated altogeth- 
er into paradox and absurdity,) have always had a tenden- 
cy, more or less apparent, to illustrate the question of right 
‘o property, they have never once mentioned that question 
is forming any part of their object, and far less have they 
ever thought of treating it, directly or expressl», as a lead- 
lug point ia their inquiries.—Read’s Political Economy. 
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SUPREME COURT UL. 5. 
Wepvesoay, January 20, 1830. 

The Court met purstian'! to adjournment. 

Present, as on vesterday, the whole Court. 

On motion of Mr. Wirt, Ebenezer H. Cummins, Esq. 
of the District of Columbia; and on motion of Mr. Key, 
Join H. B. Latrobe and Zadock Magruder, Esquires, of 
Marviand, were admitted Attorneys and Counsellors of this 
Court. 

No. 15. James Boyce’s Executors appellants vs Felix 
Grundy.—The argument of this cause was concluded by 
Vir. Ouden, tor the appellants. 

No. 14. The United Stares appellant rs Isaac T. Pres- 
ton, in behalt of the State ot Loutsiana.--- Phis eause was 
further argued by Mr. Livingston, on tae part of the ap- 
pellants. 

No. 7. Wilitam Thornton’s Executor plaintiff in error 
vs the Bank of Washington.—This cause was argued by 
Messrs. C. C. Lea, and Jones, for the plamntitis in error, 
and by Mr. Lear, on the part of the United States Bank, 
tor the defendant in error. 

No. Is. James Carver, plaintiff in error, es Joh» Jacob 
Astor, et al.—The arvument of this cause was cominenced 
ty Mr. Bronson.on the part ot the plaratith tih ETior. 

Adjourned until to-morrow, 11 A. M. 


‘Tucvrspay, January 21. 
whole Court. 

On) motion ol Mr. brouse i. L. miuel Wacner Ruggles, 
uid Charles S. Williams, Esquire <, of the District of Co- 
mobia, were admitted Attorneys and Counsellors of this 
(Court. 

No. 


rs the 


Present, as on vesterday, th 


7. Wilham Thornton’s Exeeutrix, plaintiff in error 
Dank of Washingion.—This cause was further ar- 
runcd by Mr. Webster, (on the part of the U. 8. Bank,) for 
ne defendant in error, and by Mr. Jones for the piaintiti 
in error. 


rt; 
‘ 


No. 11S. James Carver, plaintiff in error vs John J. Astor, 
et al—dhe argument of this cause was continued by Mr. 
ronson ior the plaintill in error. 

Adjourned tli to-morrow 11 A. M. 





ripay. Jawvapy 22. 

Present, as on vesterday. 

No. lis. James Carver, plaintiff in error, rs John J. 
Astor, et al—The argumeut of this eause was continued 
by Mr. Bronson for the plaintiff in error, 

Adjourned till to-morrow 11 A. M. 





The friends of agriculture and commerce are not to 
suppose that the re port of the Committee on Manulae- 
tures has settled fur the present session of Congress the 
question of the Tarif, We have grounds tor believing 
that the subject will be agitated, at no distant dav, in both 
houses; aud as there are several of the existing duties 
which operate most oppre ssively upon the commerce and 
manufactures of New England, an opportunity will pro- 
bably be afforded for the representatives from that section 
of country to unite with the southern nen im re- 
moving the burthen from their 


constituer {s. It Can 
scarcely be d -ubted that if a separate question could be 


Cf tle 


taken on each duty, there is, pertiaps, not one whieh 
could commana a majority in its tavor—an:' vef, althoug ’ 


one mischtevous project could noi be sustained by itself, 
a dezen, by being bundled together, render each other tol- 


erable. ‘Dhere is, however, one fact in relaion to this 


jumbling together of discordant materials, this mixine op 


of molasses and hemp, sugar and salt, whiskey and wool. 
iron and rum, cotten and glass, which ovelit not to be lost 
sightof. tis this: It is easier to pull ¢own a house 
than to build one, and we shal! be greatly mistakenif an- 
other vear dues nut bring about a reve ut) nmin pubhe opin- 
ion, Which will shake to its very foundations. the feeble 
structure which has been erected at the cost of so much 
suliering and treasure. 


r ‘ . . ° : 
lhe National Intelligencer remarks. —“Our negotiations 
with Great Britain. we are 

















tnduced to belicve, upen good 
authority, by no means make that rapid progress which had 
been anticipated by the pubhie, from the intimations which 
have heen thrown out in conversetion and 
orin's.”—No one who is acquainted with the negotiations 
between the Unites 


’ : i 
In the puone 
‘ 


states and 


been on foot, during the past few veers, could ever have 


imagined, that the latter government would consent tog ive 
up her restrictive laws, without a corresponding stipulation 
on our part. That nothing decisive could therefore have 
been looked for, until tine was afforded for the develope- 
ment of the views and temper of the present Congr 3s. Was 
very manifest, and we therefore think it quite probable, 
that what the Intelligen er asserts, is true enouul. “lhe 
Report of the Committee of Manufactures, will no doubt 
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have its effect abroad; for, although, in our estimation, it 
proves nothing, except that a majority of a Committee, com- 
posed of seven members, were of opinion thet the benefits 
of the American System, were of too doubtful a character, 
to render it expedient to push that system further, yet, be- 
ing liable to be construed by foreigners inte a conclusive 
evideuce of the views of Congress and the people, it would 
not Surprise Us, if 3t were to put an end to the negotiation 
of Mr. Me Lane. This } *, no do bt, most alXtously looked 
for, by a certain class of politicians ta this country, whe, 
we are frimly yr rsuaded, have no wish to see al amicable 
arrangement of existing commercial ¢ificulties with Great 
Britain,x—for ressons which need not be here detailed.— 
Governments elicr all are but men. “The V are actuated by 
ihe same feelings that influence individuals, and although 
public poliey forbids that open declarations of unfri ndly 
sentiments should be pronounced, vet, Where no disposi- 
tion whatever is displa.ed by one party to meet the other 
upon the ground of mutual Concessions, a re conciliation is 
not to be looked for. 

We shall not, however, at so early a period, abandon the 
hope of a satisfactory adjustment of our commercial rela- 
tions with England. We think that another year, will do 
much towards dissipating the delusion of which the people of 
the Northern, Middle and Western Siates, have so long 
been the victims, and at all events we are firmly persuaded, 
that a bold, manly and determined stand in support of the:r 
sovc reign rights, on the pari of the Southern States, will 
ultimately effect their release fromthe usurpations of which 
they so loudly and so justly complain. The case of the 
Catholics of [reland, is a powerful and living testimonial, 
of what firmmmess and perseverance in a righteous cause can 
etlect, and, as we do not believe that there is in the United 
States, a majority which would willingly and knowingly 
deprive a minority, without a shadow of mght, of the frui’s 
of their labor, we are not able to believe, that justice wil 
be iauch longer withheld. It only requires that the true 
state of the cuse should be known to the people; but as va- 
rious lecal, sectional and party interests have an ovcr- 
whelming control over the press North of the Po- 
tomac, the ordinary channels for the dissemination of 
truth, are in reality closed to the appeals and the remon- 
strances of the oppressed, and truth must therefore be slow 
in its progress. 





The decisions which have taken place in the House of 
Representatives, upon the question relative to the distribu- 
tion of the public lands, are very important, as indicative 
of the views of a majority. Pending the discussion, we do 
uot recollect that the Constitutional power of Congress to 
iuake a distribution of the public lands, was discussed, sep- 
trately from the particular objects expressed in the resolu- 
tion, viz: “ior the purposes of education and internal im- 
orovements.” When the Committee shall report, the 
whole subject will, no doubt, again undergo an examination. 

In order to shew the geographical state of the votes, cn 
the first part of the resolution, viz-— 

“ Resolved, That a Select Committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of appropriating the nett annual 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, among the several 
States and Territories,” 


We subjoin the following statement, of the yeas and nays. 


\ eas. Nays. Absent. Total. 
Maine 5 0 2 7 
New Hampsiiire 6 0 0 6 
Massachusetts 9 ] 3 13 
Rhode Island 2 0 0 9 
Connecticut 5 f) l 5 @ 
Vermont 4 0 l 3) 
New York 22 0 3 34 
New Jersey 6 0 0 6 
Pennsyivani: 223 l 3 on 
Do laware ! 0 0 1 
M LFS land 6 2 1 gy 
Virginia 1 10 ll ). 
North Carolina S 4 | 13 
South Carolina ) e) l yg 
Creorgia 0 7 0 7 
Kentucky HL 2 l 12 
QViso it 7 ] 14 
ennicsset 1 7 1 g 
Padiana 0 3 0 3 
Louisiana 0 ¢ 0 3 
Alabama 0 3 0 3 
[‘linots 0 j 0 I 
Vissouri 0 ] 0) l 
Mississippi 0 } 0 ] 
113 70 30 213 


In orler to understend the true operation of the “Amer- 
ican System,” upon the ditlerent branches of industry, it 
is Necessary to examine each by itself. The cunning and 


artifice by whieh the manufacturers, who are protected by 


enormous duties, have managed to impress the pubbe with 


| > . j . ’ 
Crreat Britain. whiten nave 


tie idea, that their cause is ihe commgn canse of all the 
manulacturers in the country, have been tco successful, and 
the cousequence has been, that many of those whose Ine 
da-try has always prospered under the most moderate rates 
of duty, have been persuaded that therr interests would be 
promoted by granting to others a greater extent of protec. 
tion, than they themselves enjo e’. Put this is not all.— 
In some instances the boasted ; rotec’.on ‘to the operative 
manufaeturer, whieh has invested this “Aimeriean System” 
with a great share of its popularii+v, hes jroved to be a 


seer fraud. This has been especially the case with the 
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plied—*“Please your Honour, the subject is so very disa- 
sreeable a one, that I think we had better drop it, and say 
no more about it.” 

The case is precisely the same, with the American Sys- 
iem reasoners. Whenever they hear the subject of smug- 
vling mentioned, they try to slide by it, and although they 


been most ably and most con- 
elusively shewn by the Blacksmith, whose communicatio: 
was published in this p daa pe ron the thi and bith Wist.. ali 
which would have done credit to any statesman in our le- 
cwistative coune is. 


nterests of manufacturers, the raw ma- 








% promote tile } 
ne iM Yr | vy ath CInpPlOs ticir labor, should be al-| know, that mm Great Britam, a fleet of revenue vessels abd 
wavs furnish t the lowest possible rate. Thos matter ts} an army of Custom-house oilicers, are not capable of pre- 
oo we ' rstood in Great Britain, that wor lis there ad-] venting i, the Lisp a desire to drop it and say HO Tore 
mitted a enny per lb. if it cost less than ls, end one pen- | about At. Like the foolish bird which hides Ins li aes 
ny De ly af at cost above, cotton at a duty of SIN per cent, when he seer aganger a} roach, they seem to think tial 
raw silk at one penny per lb., bar iron at $6 G67 cts. pet lthey shun all risk, by avoiding to speak of n. ‘This ts in- 
ty pig iron at #2 VY cts. per ton, homp at S200 75 cts. | gadvaun evidcnrce of delusion, — common tor persons 
perton, and flax at one penny per cw. The Brosh gov-| who have snewn sucha heen scentedness li matters touch- 
, ram ft understands too We ll the incompatibility whi ray their Own tniterests, as the manutacturers, and yet, ie 
eX rot - ve tipeh prices of raw materiais and the | orobabilitv ol an eX pimt\e sVstem of sinugeling on the 
ly eo i sutaetured goods, to listen) to the petition ' frontiers ana Sca-boarda, oes never yet been wrpres a ty) 
of the woo wers in favor of hwh duties on wool. an r ny writer within our: wledge, on that side of the qucs- 
it KnoOW- ittempis to enable the woo! growing and | On, as an ¢ vil that of be puarced agaist. 
the w facturing usterests to combine, would be fa-| The greatest danger, winch we have always anticipated on 
tal to Phe consequen therefore of their  aoiv is, | this head, was from the act of smuggiing, boing rendered ex- 
that raw ier) scan | pure jased iN thy maniac irers | cuseabl by mop tacif cele bCoTa, Ulppoora tine _— Olis bolly a 
of L. ta price so it hove the priecs which they | mere e\asiG, Of an unico! titutional law. ‘This doctrine is now 
by ' i aces of theur wrowth, that the fact in reware y ilies proc] Wned i some quarters, j ndas likely to be 
to! les, of growing the raw material, has ceased | come popula trou thi mction given to WT bs mulcthigent 
to be an adventage worta speaking of.” The result there-| writers. Air acl has there existed on this cor Hin\y, am oll 
for -, that Great Britain ean manutactu ( aper than|all others, a class of! peta ke » Who have distinguished be- 
those country which tax the raw materiais, mcependent Piween an act, evil in cH, and an act, tin COMMISSION ol 
of 1 yes she enjovs trom abundance of capitaland | whieh, we uld be wrony, merely because prohibited by law, 
ch: << of labour. jand there has conseq Htiv, always been a Cliss OL PersOlis, 

Now what are the fucts im re fe renee tothe tL nited States’ who have had no con eCntious serupics Upow Sintiooilig, 
Wh ior ihe sake of benefitting the producers of the raw ‘where an oath could avoided, although the moral senu- 
materials, we have unposed so heavy a duty upon their im-| ment of the great m Of ihe people, has not justitied this 
port ition, that the manufacturers ha in some causes found | Giscriminathion. Ti \i rican Syste m has now, however, 
thet to more than conunterbalanes ithe advantages th \ | raised ip anew Class, Wie will teel no COMpULChOns Whel- 
enrov trom the high duties tin i uvon the manutactured | ever, upon tits subye Ct, reparaing as they do, the act pre- 
articles "Phis is especially the case mm the manufacture of! | hih fine, more unlawt itl unjustifiable , tila one act pre- 
iron. The du noon bar ren ts S37 per ton. whi nm 3s : hibited. As evidence ot this, we quote the fois Wing aril- 
less iman the price that thre b- rorlish manufaet rer has tolcl irom @ Southe Th paper, which, 1} thir senilneont it Con. 

| oe the duty upon many iron manufactures is | lames, be wade I aHUOPiea, Talist itinnete iN lead to an exten! 


pra hor it, andi 


nt., the e n be Hn | 


per ton, than 


7 | 
but Zooper jUcTICe IS, that thy y ca 


por xl sold in the market, ata less price 


the raw material can be tmiported for. This absurd result _ 
‘ ‘ . ‘ . 
Was minutely and nocrspreuous explained ina pelle SMiGGLING.—trarirr. 
tion 1 mothe won ma iverurers of] Phys bia ely ibe, prese lit- I} al law be Bibiice if osing a tar on the CitIZeNS 10) 
. ; | . ; ! » +; } | crintatay ¢ i i} *") | ? 
ed the ( oneTress of the United States, prior to the piis- Common vpemenht, by Lat petal having COT) tert | 
£4 ot last tariff daw. and which was p himshbed at pag hority to enact ity, a “who pass if trom motives ol purite 


. al = 
tit irst voiumme of ine i Let 


ree ‘Trade Advocate. 





Su here fore cease to be calle d a é uty ior thy pro- iract, a bre ach Gi morai Vote Sty, bie fraudule nth throws 
fection oi the manutacturers of tron. It is a duty tor they Upon his nerehbor cal portion ot the publie burthen which 
des miion, and Cah Poss benefit nobody, but the OWte- tii ought to bear him 1, and I know of no argument that 
ers of the land upon wil h the iron mines are located,| can clear hum of dishon sty. But when a law ts pasaca, 
who, by being authorized to levy a tax upon the consumers | not tor general ane public, but for partial, selfish, ana sec- 
ol} rou, are en bled to pocket the amount, which would honcal PpUurpOses——Hot TO tinpoOose a COMIN burthen tor the 
otherwise have gone inte those of the workmen who have | benefit of all, but a iax on one part of the community for 
bee i deprived of the power ot ¢ Pio, ie ter industry Mh the benefit ol another—iot Ds i Legislature to whom un- 
the ta! rie tion of the raw material. That this is so. we aoubted authority tO pass such a law has been de legate d, 


> 
t 


shut out of our own market, by 


refer to the petition above mentioné d. sa s—* Wie are 


complete | laws, We are 


told. were m de tor our protection. Such articles as cost binding than if It had Lv cn enacted tor us by the hing ot 
l pen xi i} per pound to manufacture, which includes | France or the Sultan of Constantinople. If a Legisiature 


all those articles that could be manufactured here to the best 
he now imported, and can be sold profitably at 
per ton. or SZ SO cts. than the 


iron in most of our seaports. . 


~_ 


advantsce. 
SLO7 Loect cost 


A very 


Se le ss ol 
the sam 
important item, perhaps not thought of at the time by tly 
pe Lilhone;’rs, tron for rail roads, which, 
Bars, is admitted under the denomination of manufactured | 
d with bat 25 per cent. This articl 
S60 per ton, whilst the raw material of 
whieh itis made, cannot be naperted for less than SSO. 


ie lity of 


5 
= tive 


although in 
Iron. and is chare 


ean be tunported | 





} 


‘ec in rewora 
wool. 


W hat h is take hy} jane 
place in reterence 
bie 


manufacturers =a, that 


to 


which canno raised inthis country to advantage, Is sé 
high, that the 
len fabrics, although ranging from 45 to 225 per cent., are 
tect them, and tine 

of the “American Svsitcom.” 
. that no ning short of prot it 
Wi. 


iacturers, ¢ 


not sufhierent to pr 
Indeed, some o! 
ion will save them 


+} 
tii 


out tor 
th thi sal 


ihe. 


mire 
from 1 e with this class 
oft 


, %) 
the 


cannot however svnipa 


tie! is We do wiih thr 


” Ain rie 


ij System” Was ot thr iT OW] see 


to iron. has also taken 
The duty on that quality | 


~ 


Inanuiacturers of tron. | 
king, whilst | 


| seized and forcibly kept prisoner in a house, by an armed 
the duties on w« Ol- | ) 
out of the window! 
conseq ue nithy call} 


laws, Which a reverting to mod- 
able to check. 


of evasions of the revenue 


erate rates of duty, will not 





MOOG; the ahi whe sit, Is guilty of a breach of con- 


buf by a La oisiulure acting in this liistance Unacr UbhCOte- 


stitutional and usurped authority; sucha law is no more 


be allowed to pass laws under usurped jurisdiction for dis- 
honest purposes: | know not what tyranny is, if this be 
not it. 

Every lawyer knows that a plea to the jurisdiction, is 
always in tune; interference in a case out of the power of 
the Court, may be controverted in any of the pro- 


cecaings. 


stage 

It is not only the right, but it is the duty of the citizen 
to oppose such a law; and if the foree of the country is 
wielded by those who usurp authority, so that an individual 
injured must appeal im vain, he may get rid of the injury 
and injustice in any way that he can. What? Ifa man be 
body Of men, is it a crime for him to escape if he can jump 

licnce, if a Legislature so acting, is repeatedly called 
on Without eflect, to remedy such an act o1 injustice, it Is 
not only the right but the bounden duty of every injured 
"lo 
person, smuggling is nota right but a duty, nor have 
the pubhe, who suppert this tyranny of the majority over 


citizen, to seek redress in whatever manner he can. 


such a 


pass by tale, but at values proportional to their respective 
weights, and proposes, that after the 4th of July, 1833, ten 
dollars be the highest amount which may be legally tender- 
cd in coins of a less denomination than one dollar, 
report then points oul the inconvenience and inyury sus- 


The 


aimed by the public, from retaining in circulation, coins 


of a diminished weight, whether that diminution result 
irom wearing, or trom artificial causes, such as clipping, 


hing, plugging, sweating, &c., and amongst the evils, of a 


urrency of light comms, mentions the tendency it has to 


irive out of circulation, coins of full weight, and thus to 
wier the operafion of the mint an useless expense. The 
tails given in +h, re) ire very satistactory, and, we 
nk, wie sulliciont to show, that if it be an object to have 
tional mint for the purpose of ruaranteeing to the 


‘) Litti ity, ad Sound ftv ' ? | cure the 


sift hy reo 


; ~_ 


yy il is equally an ob- 

render that mint effi- 
accomplishi With this de- 
ropose, that hencetorth, no American 
wil have lost four per 
on coi whatever, 


os will 


Leth. 


ent ot that end. 


nm. the Committe 


: ’ ' ’ ) j ‘ 

im snail bea lewaltoneer, aticr its 
} . Lie , i > « ‘ 

ii o) its if as i; We 14 bia «bbits Lital ria?) Jae 


shatl be yal tender alter the 4th day of July 183], see- 
vy that the mint can very reae iN supply in the mterum,a 

‘ ity Ol srives com, equal to the quantity ot toreign 
s which wo ic cisplaced by the operation of sucha 
law. and whie re estimated large and smal! alone. at pine 
hous of ¢ ! In the report, some usctul facts are 
scouted as io the length of time, which gold and silver 

ius can circulate, beturc th \ shall have lost by ittrition, 
Cir pe r cent of their we porhat, w tine ly ts estimated at about 


fot fit for the 


bie if Gilt’. 


we ity years it yescoVen years 

iartcer voter. two huncred \cors for the dollar and 

wle. An i is also given, tounded upon experi- 
vents at the mint, of the etual detereney of weicht of 
‘hat Spa ish ssiver cous, (now the « nly loreion cols which 
re a jegal tender.) and which vary about one per cent 1m 
he ao Mir, SiX per eent it the quarter collar, and about 
mimeieen per cent, in the sixteenth of a dollar. 

One of the advantages expected by the Committee, from 
he (isqui mnecation Of iorcign silver coms rol pr rlorming 
ihe service ol a leg i curren ‘, Is, that a HntlOrmaity will 
( he sooner introjuced onthe mone \ of acecunt through. 
out the cifierent States, it being mainly owimg to the exis- 
ence amongst us of the sixteenths and eighths of a Span- 
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isftl GOt r. that thie’ boc) ¢ ferences of shilings and penee, 


Which have four distinet values in different States, continue 
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to be ade red to. j is is undoubt aly aconpsideration of 


mot be a question hut that the 
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it modes of computing the shillings 


creat moment, and there cal 


loss of time which oecurs tno cealmngs of mdividuals, 


arising from the difieres 
mad ponce, must (orm in thr agvoTegute, a oreat drawback 
upon industry, Whilst at the same time, it creates a labill- 
ty to the loss of small fractions in changing the smalle: 
COS. 

The question of the relative value of gold and silver, and 
the projected alteration of the gold coins, to make the pre- 
sent mint proportions corre spond, to the present narket 
proportions, does net enter into this subject. That matter 
will be reported upon by the Secretary of the Treasury, as 
we learn, after he shall have received from Europe, some 
information Important the enquiry. jul there is one 
statement brought forward in this report, which puts down 
at once, the silly doctrine so much relied upon, by the ad- 
vocates of restriction, that foreign commerce drains us of our 
{i appears that the lmportations and Exportations 
of coin, during the last four years, ending respectively on 
the 80th of September, have been as follows— 


to 


specie. 


EX PORTATIONS. 
G&S .7 OF 055 


IMPORTATIONS. 
IS24—$6, 150,765 








1825 GSSO,066 4,028,678 
I8Z6 R15 1.130 7.071.306 
1827 7.489.741 7.050.439 

S28.672.602 S8.417.478 


Such a drain, is like that which would take place with a 
cask of wine, into which as much was poured at the bung, 
as wes drawn off at the spicket, and the similitude is so 
strong, that every one who understands this subject, knows, 
that without the exportation, the importation could not 
take place, any more than wine could be poured in at 
the bung of atull cask, if none were drawn off at the 
spicket, 











. ' . ' : ' 

it Was OF pOsed bP Lin othe rs, ais W iit chp ope artiiom a reler- | the hisorityv, any right to complain of an evasion of du- 
ence to the cited petition, Whercin it Was expressi\ declar-| tics, thus tyranieally ITD pose d. It isconceded by all mor- 
ed, thatthe p joners Were satished with the existing du-| alisis, that thi poet Was right, 
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of our remarks may be more apparent, we 


Nec lex est justior ulia 
Quam necis arulices arte perire sua. 


will quote the duties now payable m the United States up-| ‘That is. it is well when the wicked having digged a pit, 
vi the raw materials referred to. “They are as follows:— | fall into it themselves. 

Wool, 4 cents per Ib. and 45 per cent. ad valorem be-| If smuggling then, can check the frauds and the robber- 
sides. ies of Norihera speculators upon Southern consumers, it is 
dar iron, 337 per ton. no crime, but a duty. SOL TH. 
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mi iron, SLL OO cts. per ton. 


st) lon. 


] 
| 
| 
Flax S40 per ton. 
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were imported would be sbout 30 per cent., but this 
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the case, it ls a mere Dominal duty. 
*| «a4 truth well known in reference to cotton. 
manvliauctures 


can tianttact 


iom obliged io pay more tor it, than the Ameri- 
turer of the Northern States, and what littie difference 
does al times exist, is of trifling account. 


Is Sa 





A story ts told of a prisoner who was indicted before e 
Court for murder, and who, when the question was put to 
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, the duty is three cents per Tb., which if) Sanford of New-York, which contains a creat deal of use- 
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We publish to-day, a Report upon the subject of coin- 
age, presented tothe Senate onthe Lith of January, by Mr. 


ful information, expressed in a plain, clear and practical 


The English | 
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The report adverts to the fact, that bs the existing 
laws of the Umted States, copper coins are not declared to 
be a legal tender in the discharge of a debt, and proposes 
that they be legally invested with that character as far as 
the sum of ten cents. It also refers to the fact, that the 
vold and silver coins struck at our mint, no matter what 
may be their size or denomination, are a legal tender for 
the payment of debts of any amount, with this modification 


hum, “de you plead guilty er not guilty?” very seriously re-: however, that those which are not of full weight, shall not 


| TERMS.—This paper is published at the corner of 
.E and Ninth streets, near the General Post Office, on 
| Wedne ‘days and Saturdays, during the sessions of Con- 
cress, and on Saturdays during the rest of the year. 

The price is FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable on 
the first of February, 1830, and thereafter annually in 
advance. Subscriptions tor less than a yéar, at the 
rate Ol SIX DOLLARS per annum. 
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Any bookseller, post-master, or other respectable per- 
son, in any part of the United States, or elsewhere, 
who shall obtain six subscribers, and become respon- 
sible for the payment as above expressed, shall be enti- 
tled to retain, from the amount received, the sam ot 
five dollars. 


Postage 1s to be paid in all cases, except where a letter 
encloses at least the amount of one year’s subscription in 
advance, tn notes of no less denomination than five del- 
lars, and without the intervention of an agent. 





Printed by WILLIAM GREER, corner of E and Ninth 
streets, three doors west of the General Post Office. 
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